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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 

j  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  County 
I  Borough  of  Walsall  during  the  year  1963. 

The  Mental  Health  section  suffered  two  severe  blows  during  the 
year.  One  the  regrettable  loss  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Parker,  Senior  Mental 
Welfare  Officer,  who  died  after  a  protracted  illness,  and  the  somewhat 
unexpected  resignation  on  health  grounds  of  Miss  Frances  Grant,  our 
other  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  Mr.  Parker  had  served  this 
local  authority  for  36  years,  and  the  loss  to  the  department  of  these 
two  very  experienced  officers  entailed  considerable  re-organisation 
within  this  section,  and  we  shall  be  fortunate  if  we  have  now  settled 
down  to  an  equivalent  period  of  efficiency  and  stability. 

The  improvement  recorded  in  our  infant  mortality  rate  represents 
a  return  to  the  low  rates  obtaining  in  1960-61  and  may  therefore 
more  truly  represent  future  trends  than  the  higher  figure  obtaining 
in  1962. 

Tuberculosis  deaths  also  continue  at  a  low  figure  compared  with 
recent  past  experience  in  Walsall,  although  not  quite  attaining  the 
low  level  of  national  incidence. 

On  the  debit  side  we  would  draw  attention  to  the  substantial 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  occuring  in  Walsall, 
the  increase  being  three-fold  as  compared  with  1962.  Paradoxically 
the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment  may  be  a  factor  in  causing  this 
increase  as  the  relatively  light-hearted  attitude  amongst  many  young 
people  to  venereal  diseases  is  conditoned  by  the  known  efficacy  of 
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modem  therapy.  The  increase  in  Walsall  is  a  reflection  of  the  national 
situation  and  it  is  likely  that  a  national  campaign  of  health  education 
in  this  sphere  will  be  initiated. 

Co-operation  with  other  branches  of  the  Health  Service  goes  on 
smoothly  and  to  an  increasing  extent,  notably  with  regard  to  infant 
welfare  and  care  of  elderly  persons. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  efforts 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  ROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Council  House, 

Walsall. 

Telephone  No.  21244 


8,777 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1963 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

Number  of  Structurally  Separate  Dwellings 

(At  Census  1961)  .  35,630 

Population  1963  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  120,590 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/63)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£4,157,  960 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1963/64)  ...  ...  £16,625 


Live  Births :  — 

Number  (M.  1,248;  F.  1,147) .  2,395 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.86 

do.  (standardised)  .  19.26 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  6.14 

Stillbirths :  — 

Number  (M.27;  F.  27)  . .  .  54 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  22.00 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  (M.  1,275;  F.  1,174)  ...  2,449 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  (M.  32;  F.  22)  ...  54 

Infant  Mortality  Rates :  — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  22.55 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  22.69 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.41 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.87 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.69 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  33.48 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) :  — 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  •••  0.41 

Deaths :  — 

Number  (M.  730;  F.  618)  .  1,348 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.18 

do.  (standardised)  ...  ...  13.86 
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SECTION  A. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  continued  upward  trend  of  the  population  of  Walsall  over 
the  last  five  years  is  shown  below :  — 

1959  .  115,100 

1960  .  115,390 

1961  .  118,610 

1962  .  119,700 

1963  .  120,590 

Live  and  Still-births 

The  2,395  live  births  in  the  Borough  during  1963  showed  an 
increase  of  49  as  compared  with  1962.  The  birth  rate  of  19.86  per 
thousand  population  compares  with  18.2  for  England  and  Wales.  54 
still-births  occurred  to  Walsall  women,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  live 
and  still-births  of  22.00,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  17.3. 

Deaths 

There  were  1,348  deaths  of  Walsall  residents  during  1963,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  11.8  per  thousand  population,  as  compared  with  10.85 
in  1962.  Heart  disease  was  again  the  principal  cause  of  death,  over 
one  quarter  of  the  total  deaths  being  due  to  this  cause.  223  persons 
died  from  cancer  during  the  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  12.2. 


Infant  Deaths 

Fifty-four  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1963,  7 
less  than  in  1962,  giving  a  rate  of  22.55  per  thousand  live  births,  as 
compared  with  26.00.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.9. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  we  have  returned  to  the  satisfactory 
level  of  the  infant  death  rate  of  1960-61.  One  wonders  whether  we 
shall  ever  come  below  the  figure  of  20  per  thousand  live  births,  but 
every  effort  is  being  made  both  locally  and  nationally  to  achieve  this 
end.  Once  again  all  expectant  mothers  are  urged  to  take  advantage 
of  'the  comprehensive  services  provided  by  the  hospitals,  general 
practitioners  and  Local  Health  Authority  clinics.  The  following  table 
shows  the  infant  deaths  and  rates  for  the  last  twenty  years :  — 


Number  of  infant 

Rate  per  thousand 

deaths 

live  births 

1944 

131 

60.17 

1945 

116 

57.28 

1946 

105 

43.48 

1947 

127 

50.14 

1948 

99 

42.76 

1949 

123 

55.63 

1950 

59 

28.64 

1951 

75 

37.18 
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1952 

75 

36.50 

1953 

84 

40.82 

1954 

60 

30.77 

1955 

65 

34.14 

1956 

54 

27.04 

1957 

53 

26.57 

1958 

58 

27.31 

1959 

65 

34.17 

1960 

49 

21.65 

1961 

51 

22.47 

1962 

61 

26.00 

1963 

54 

Maternal  Deaths 

22.55 

There  was  one  death  associated  with  pregnancy  during  the  year, 
giving  a  rate  of  0.41  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.28. 

Although  statistically  Walsall  is  debited  with  a  maternal  death, 
there  can  be  no  criticism  of  the  maternity  services  for  this  unfortunate 
occurrence.  It  does,  however,  serve  as  a  constant  reminder  that  deaths 
in  pregnancy  are  not  things  of  the  past. 


Coroner’s  inquests 


The  number  of  deaths  reported  to  the  Coroner  during  the  year 
was  292  (194  males  and  98  females). 

Deaths  investigated  by  the  Coroner  but  no  inquest  held  176 
Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  ...  279 


Verdicts  Returned  at  Inquests: — 

Death  by  Murder 

Death  by  Suicide 

Death  by  Manslaughter 

Death  by  Self-induced  Abortion 

Death  aggravated  by  lack  of  care  or  self-neglect 

Death  by  want  of  Attention  at  Birth 

Death  by  Want,  Exposure,  etc. 

Death  by  Accident  or  Misadventure  ... 

Death  from  Natural  Causes 
Death  from  Industrial  Diseases 
Stillborn 
Open  Verdicts 


M.  F. 

9  4 

1  — 

35  20 

11  4 

20 

6  — 


*82  28 


4  inquests  adjourned  and  not  resumed. 

7  deaths  reported  during  the  year  will  be  dealt  with  in  1964 
verdicts. 

*  Includes  verdicts  on  5  deaths  reported  in  1962. 


6 


1  cr>io--i[>cD<Na5i/5coi-'Co— -  ^ 

1  ^ 

1  cq  m  rt-  co  | 

1  CO  (N  00  O  if  IN  Tt- 

I  «1  I  1 

I  HMlfH  T-H  I—1  CO 

1 

1  1 

r-H 

1  1  1 

HI  1-1  I  t>.  1— <  I  I  'J'tOWl  I  I  <N  r-H  I  I— ■ 


cr>  cs 


CM  CO  I  ns  I  CM 


7+ 


|  |  |  ~  | 


— 


INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  age 
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Causes  of  Death 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations 

Infant  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Accidents 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year —  Legitimate,  2248  ;  Illegitimate,  147. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  51;  Illegitimate  Infants, 
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SECTION  B 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

67  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  comp¬ 
el  ared  with  49  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

!HeasIes 

1,834  cases  of  Measles  were  notified,  as  compared  with  last  year’s 
figure  of  240.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause. 

■ 

Whooping  Cough 

457  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  compared  with  23. 
c  There  were  no  deaths. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

79  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  130.  There  were  119 
deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  26  as  compared 
'with  1962.  Influenza  accounted  for  11  deaths  as  compared  with  12 
in  the  previous  year. 

Dysentery 

29  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  as  compared  with  60  during 
1962. 


Food  Poisoning 

28  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Other  Diseases 

8  cases  of  Erysipelas,  3  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  1  of  Meningo¬ 
coccal  Infection  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  J.  N.  Macartney, 
a  Chest  Physician  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  Walsall  Chest  Clinic,  which  deals  with  cases  of 
tuberculosis.  Dr.  Macartney  is  also  responsible  to  the  Walsall  Council 
in  all  matters  relating  to  environmental  conditions  of  tuberculosis  cases 
in  the  borough. 

"Death  rates  per  1,000  population,  with  comparative  figures  for 
England  and  Wales:  — 

Walsall — 


1962 

1963 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

0.067 

0.091 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0.017 

0.025 

England  and  Wales — 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

0.059 

0.056 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0.007 

0.007 

The  local  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  continues  to  fluctuate  at 
an  extremely  low  level  and  this  position  seems  likely  to  persist.  The 
deaths  mainly  occur  in  the  older  male  age  groups  and  probably 
reflects  lung  damage  inflicted  many  years  previously. 

The  recent  increase  in  the  notification  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  County  Borough  has  been  largely  amongst  Indians  and 
Pakistanis,  nationalities  with  an  extremely  high  tuberculous  rate. 
In  these  cases  the  disease  is  usually  in  the  lungs  but  gland  and  bone 
tuberculosis  are  also  common.  The  fact  that  frequent  changes  of 
address  are  usual,  increases  the  chance  of  disease  dissemination 
amongst  this  type  of  coloured  community,  but  fortunately  their  low 
death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been  maintained." 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  situated  at  Manor  Hospital, 
Walsall,  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  being  responsible  for 
the  work  carried  out  at  the  Clinic. 

We  are,  however,  still  concerned  with  the  incidence  of  Venereal 
Diseases  in  the  town  and  continue  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Venereologist. 

The  table  on  page  14  shows  the  work  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 

Clinic  during  the  year. 


li 

Scabies  Treatment 


The  Scabies  Clinic  at  Hatherton  Road  is  still  maintained  and 
[during  the  year  the  number  of  cases  attending  decreased  slightly  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  3  men,  10  women  and  49  children  received 
treatment,  these  cases  making  a  total  of  151  attendances  for  this 
[purpose. 


Cleansing  of  Persons 

Cleansing  of  unclean  persons  was  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing 
Station  at  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Hatherton  Road  and  during  the 
‘year  29  persons  were  treated. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1963 
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SECTION  C. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Dr.  I.  M.  Brown,  Senior  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  reports  as  follows  upon  the  work  of  her  section — 

“1  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  have  functioned  efficiently  throughout  the  year. 

Whilst  we  can  report  favourably  on  the  improved  infant  death 
rate,  our  statistics  for  1963  unfortunately  show  one  maternal  death 
and  an  increase  of  12  in  the  number  of  still-births.  My  annual  still- 
.  birth  investigation  covering  49  of  the  still-births  occurring  during 
i  1963  shows  that  22  per  cent,  occurred  in  domiciliary  confinements, 
1  41  per  cent,  in  booked  hospital  and  maternity  home  cases,  25  per  cent, 
in  domiciliary  booked  cases  transferred  to  hospital  and  12  per  cent, 
in  emergency  cases  transferred  to  hospital.  Prematurity,  toxaemia 
and  ante-partum  haemorrhage  again  accounted  for  a  large  proportion 
of  still-births. 

53  per  cent,  of  the  births  in  the  borough  to  Walsall  women  were 
delivered  by  district  midwives  employed  by  the  local  authority, 
representing  a  total  of  1,202  domiciliary  births.  In  addition  the 
nursing  of  446  mothers  discharged  from  maternity  hospitals  was 
carried  out. 

Relaxation  and  mothercraft  classes  at  which  instruction  is  given 
by  nurses  and  midwives  are  progressing  satisfactorily.  These  classes, 
together  with  the  advice  given  at  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics, 
provide  invaluable  information  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  It 
r  must  also  be  mentioned  that  an  essential  factor  to  ensure  the  well-being 
of  the  expectant  mother  is  good  co-operation  between  hospital,  general 
practitioners  and  the  local  health  authority,  which  continues  to  be 
forthcoming  in  Walsall. 

The  dental  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children 
under  five  years  of  age  is  also  much  appreciated,  and  treatment  v. a, 
provided  in  all  such  cases  referred. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  is  available  at  all  child  welfare 
centres,’' 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  Authority’s  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  during  the 


16 


CTj 

CD 


Total 

A.  M. 

3418 

1519 

1 

1 

00 

CO 

t-F 

1 

Little 

Bloxwich 

A.  M. 

on 

o. 

1 

1 

i — 1 

CA 

1 

Mossley 

A.  M. 

oo 

105 

1 

1 

285 

1 

Coal- 

pool 

A.  M. 

324 

144 

1 

1 

433 

l 

Dudleys 

Fields 

A.  M. 

601 

43 

l 

1 

r— H 

oo 

1 

Beech  - 
dale 

A.  M. 

240 

r-H 

1 

l 

318 

1 

Little¬ 

ton 

Street 

A.  M. 

O 

OA 

UO 

187 

l 

l 

614 

1 

Ida 

Road 

A.  M. 

cg 

to 

Ovl 

cu 

O 

r-H 

1 

1 

304 

l 

Coun¬ 

tess 

Street 

A.  M. 

oo 

lO 

1>- 

317 

l 

l 

947 

1 

Field 

Road 

A.  M. 

653 

310 

l 

l 

871 

1 

Pool 

Street 

A.  M. 

376 

193 

1 

l 

514 

1 

Ante-natal 

Cases 

Ante-natal 

New  Cases 

Post-natal 

Cases 

Post-natal 

New  Cases 

d 

c 


ct3 

X 

w 


G 

o 

-fo 

<D 


cn 

<D 

O 

G 

G 

GD 

G 

<D 


c 


<D 

G 

CD 

o 

<D 

1-1 

0) 

£ 

c n 
cd 

•  r-H 

G 

•  r-H 

o 

-g 

•  r-H 
£ 
X 
o 

s 

jd 

4—* 

4r-» 

•  rH 

rA 

G3 

r“< 

H-C 

cd 

A 

"on 

cn 


CTj 


S-H 

CX 

< 


"O 

CD 

G 

g 

•  r-H 

4—* 

G 

O 

CD 

c/3 

•  »“H 

CO 

CTj 

> 

on  "a3 

2  > 

CD  'P 

?r  ° 

!-h  aj 

o  ^4 

cfi  c/) 
Po  <D 

qj  i-t 

GD  u 
H  0) 

Q  s 

o  £ 

CD  © 
C/3  tX 
G  ^ 

CD  73 

i—j  G 

'  ,  CTj 


G 


17 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

There  are  10  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  Walsall  at  which  twelve 
| sessions  are  held  weekly  attended  by  a  doctor  and  health  visitors. 

Two  new  clinics  at  Mossley  and  Little  Bloxwich  were  opened 
i  during  1963  and  at  the  time  of  writing  two  more  are  in  course  of 
il  erection  at  Field  Road  and  Delves.  Field  Road  will  replace  the 
i  existing  dilapidated  building  and  Delves  will  serve  an  area  having 
inadequate  clinic  provision.  The  proposed  Central  Clinic  to  be  erected 
ron  the  site  of  the  Ambulance  Station  has  been  held  up  pending  a 
I  decision  regarding  the  siting  of  a  new  Ambulance  Station. 


The  following  table  shows  attendances  in  age  groups  at  Child 
''Welfare  Centres  during  the  year:  — 


'  Centre 

Un 
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1- 
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A.- — Attendances.  M, — Medical  Examinations 
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Provision  of  Foods 


Various  types  of  proprietary  baby  foods,  National  Dried  Milk, 
orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  are  available  at  all  child  welfare  sessions, 
and  part-time  women  are  employed  on  the  work  of  distribution.  The 
following  table  shows  the  amounts  of  foods  sold  during  the  year :  — 


21,880  tins 
2,491  bottles 
2,879  pkts. 
20,891  bottles 
31,422  lb. 

29,177  packages 


National  Dried  Milk. 

Cod  Liver  Oil. 

Vitamin  Tablets. 

Orange  Juice. 

Proprietary  Dried  Milk, 
other  Proprietary  Nutrients. 


Dental  Treatment 

The  Council’s  dental  service  provides  for  every  expectant  mother 
to  be  examined  by  a  dental  practitioner  following  her  first  attendance 
at  an  ante-natal  clinic,  for  the  periodic  examination  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years  and  for  the  necessary  treatment  to  be  provided 
where  required,  particular  attention  being  paid  to  conservative 
treatment. 

During  the  year  18  dental  sessions  were  devoted  to  maternity 
and  child  welfare  patients.  33  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  were 
examined  and  29  were  found  to  require  treatment.  21  of  these 
patients  attended  the  Dental  Clinic  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  17 
cases  had  completed  their  course  of  attendances,  8  complete  dentures 
and  1  partial  denture  were  provided.  48  children  under  the  age  of 
5  years  were  examined  and  35  were  found  to  need  treatment.  30  were 
treated,  all  of  whom  were  made  dentally  fit. 

* 

Maternity  Outfits 

Maternity  outfits  are  supplied  to  all  expectant  mothers  confined 
at  home  and  to  some  mothers  discharged  from  hospital  before  the 
tenth  day  af  er  confinement,  and  during  the  year  1,296  outfits  were 
issued. 


Unmarried  Mothers  and  Children 

The  Walsall  County  Borough  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  Scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children  and  their  mothers. 

40  cases  in  which  illegitimate  births  occurred  in  1963  have  been 
dealt  with  by  Sister  Ellis  and  these  are  reported  on  below.  In 
addition,  8  cases  in  which  births  occurred  prior  to  1963  were  helped 
according  to  their  various  needs  including  placing  babies  for  adoption, 
advice  as  to  Affiliation  proceedings,  finding  accommodation  etc.  16 


is 

expectant  mothers  whose  babies  were  due  to  be  bom  in  1964  had  the 
necessary  plans  made  for  their  confinements.  This  makes  a  total 
of  64  cases  under  care  during  1963. 

15  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  homes;  21  went 
into  hospital  for  the  confinements  and  4  had  their  babies  at  home. 

3  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women,  1  who  was  divorced, 
1  living  apart  from  her  husband  and  1  legally  separated. 

Although  every  effort  was  made  to  trace  the  putative  fathers  only 
4  Affiliation  Orders  were  granted. 

3  girls  married  the  fathers  of  their  babies. 

The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  from  15  to  37  and  are  listed  as 
follows:  — 

Age  15 — 2,  age  16 — 4,  age  17 — 3,  age  18 — 4,  age  19—4, 
age  20 — 5,  age  21 — 3,  age  22-27—9,  age  28-34— 5,  age  35-40 — 1. 

The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  16  and  37. 

The  40  babies  who  were  born  in  1963  were  placed  as  follows :  — 

24  with  their  mothers  at  home; 

5  with  their  parents  who  have  married; 

1  with  mother  in  Mother  and  Baby  Home; 

1  in  Local  Authority  Home; 

5  adopted  through  the  Association; 

2  privately  adopted; 

2  girls  had  miscarriages. 

500  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  the  64  cases  under 
care.  In  addition  the  homes  of  prospective  adopters  have  been  visited 
and  reported  on,  babies  visited  after  placings  have  been  made,  girls 
conveyed  to  Homes  and  accompanied  when  they  have  had  to  appear 
in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures  witnessed  when  consenting  to 
an  Adoption  Order  being  made. 

Day  Nurseries 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  attendance  at  the 
Nursery:  — 

No.  on  Register  Total  No.  of  Average  daily 
at  31.12.63  attendances  attendance 
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3,758 


15.5 
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Premature  Infants 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  198  infants  whose  birth 
weight  was  5^  lbs.  or  under,  a  decrease  of  4  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  In  some  cases  the  notifications  applied  to  infants 
who,  although  the  birth  weight  was  5-J  lbs.  or  less,  were  really 
full-term,  but  these  infants  were  given  the  same  care  as  those 
prematurely  born. 

Of  the  198  infants  notified,  68  were  born  at  home  and  130  in 
hospital.  Six  of  the  infants  born  at  home  were  transferred  to  hospital. 
All  of  the  62  infants  nursed  entirely  at  home  survived  at  the  twenty- 
eighth  day.  Two  of  the  six  infants  who  were  born  at  home  and 
transferred  to  hospital  died  in  the  first  24  hours,  and  two  survived 
at  the  twenty-eighth  day. 

Thirteen  of  the  130  infants  born  in  hospital  died  in  the  first 
24  hours  and  116  survived  at  the  end  of  28  days. 

There  were  29  notifications  of  premature  still-births,  22  of  these 
being  born  in  hospital  and  7  at  home. 

The  hospital  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  is 
adequate  and  premature  infants  are  transferred  to  hospital  whenever 
necessary.  To  those  premature  infants  remaining  at  home  special 
nursing  care  is  given  by  midwives  and  by  the  health  visitors. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

Staff 

The  midwifery  staff,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of 
1  Supervisor  and  15  Midwives,  is  under  the  immediate  medical 
supervision  of .  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare.  The  employment  of  part-time  Nurses  to  cover  post-natal 
nursing  duties  has  done  its  part  in  relieving  the  already  overburdened 
full-time  midwifery  staff.  The  future  as  far  as  domiciliary7  and  hospital 
midwifery  services  are  concerned  must  be  one  of  continued  efforts  to 
attract  new  recruits  to  cope  with  the  increasing  birth  rate.  Walsall 
has  been  very  fortunate  to  date  in  keeping  a  good  level  of  domiciliary 
midwifery  staff. 


Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

During  the  year  municipal  midwives  attended  1,202  births, 
representing  53  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  to  Walsall  women 
occurring  in  the  borough,  and  also  13  births  to  women  not  normally 
resident  in  Walsall.  739  births  to  Walsall  women  took  place  in 
Manor  Hospital  and  315  in  Bloxwich  Maternity  Hospital.  137  births 
occurred  outside  the  borough.  6,251  ante-natal  visits  and  all  necessary 
visits  to  446  mothers  discharged  from  maternity  units  before  the  tenth 
day  after  confinement  were  made  during  1963. 
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All  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  analgesics,  and  during 
the  year  six  gas  and  air  outfits  were  in  use  on  584  occasions,  and 
four  sets  of  Trilene  analgesic  apparatus  were  used  on  305  occasions. 
Pethedine  was  administered  to  556  patients. 

Emergency  Maternity  Services 

Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  services  of  an  emergency  team 
:  of  doctors  and  nurses  from  Manor  Hospital,  with  the  necessary 
equipment,  to  attend  complicated  cases  of  labour  on  the  district  when 
required. 

Pupil  Midwives  Training  Scheme 

In  co-operation  with  the  Manor  Hospital  21  pupils  completed 
their  district  training  in  the  department  during  1963,  and  13  were 
still  in  training  at  the  end  of  the  year.  7  of  the  domiciliary  midwives 
are  approved  as  teaching  district  midwives.  The  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  gives  a  course  of  lectures  in  public  health  to  pupil 
midwives  in  the  hospital  part  of  their  training. 

Refresher  Courses 

The  non-medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  two  Municipal 
Midwives  attended  approved  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Staff 

[During  1963  we  were  able  to  recruit  only  one  Student  Health 
Visitor.  Several  applicants  for  training  were  interviewed  but  they 
failed  to  reach  the  required  educational  standard  for  entrance  to  the 
training  course.  In  common  with  those  of  other  industrial  areas, 
Walsall  Health  Committee  is  most  concerned  regarding  the  staffing 
position  in  the  health  visiting  service  and  more  attractive  conditions 
of  service  have  been  offered  in  the  hope  of  recruiting  students. 

Work  ©f  the  Health  Visitors 

Health  visitors  are  required  to  undertake  visitation  for  the  purpose 
of  general  supervision  in  connection  with  the  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children.  The  service  has,  however,  extended  from  year  to 
year  and  now  covers  the  general  care  and  the  health  education  of 
the  household  as  a  whole,  special  attention  being  given  to  the  care 
of  old  people.  The  work  of  the  health  visitor,  therefore  covers  not 
only  the  supervision  and  welfare  of  young  children,  but  is  concerned 
generally  with  the  prevention  of  illness  and  care  and  after-care  of 
all  members  of  the  family. 

The  table  on  page  23  gives  details  of  health  visiting  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  visiting  during  1963, 
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Liaison 

Our  good  liaison  with  the  Walsall  hospitals  has  continued  through¬ 
out  1963,  health  visitors  being  attached  to  various  branches  for 
collaborative  work.  Valuable  information  is  obtained  by  health 
visitors  in  their  weekly  attendances  at  the  Paediatric  Unit,  Diabetic 
Clinic,  Geriatric  Unit  and  Chest  Clinic  which  assists  them  greatly 
in  dealing  with  cases  discharged  from  hospital.  The  information 
obtained  is  particularly  useful  in  the  case  of  diabetic  patients  and 
enables  health  visitors  to  give  advice  regarding  diet  and  insulin 
therapy. 

As  a  part  of  their  training,  second  and  third  year  student  nurses 
from  the  local  hospitals  are  given  two  lectures  by  the  Superintendent 
Nursing  Officer  concerning  the  public  health  aspect  of  their  course. 
Following  upon  these  lectures  the  nurses  are  given  practical  instruction 
on  the  district,  a  feature  which  is  most  enlightening  and  much 
appreciated.  Lectures  are  also  given  by  the  Superintendent  Nursing 
Officer  to  student  nurses  at  the  Preliminary  Training  School. 

During  1963  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  gave  talks  to 
Student  Enrolled  Nurses  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall,  on  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department.  Each  student  as  a  further  part  of  their 
training  spends  2-J  days  on  the  district  with  a  health  visitor,  geriatric 
nurse,  midwife  and  district  nurse.  The  students  concerned  found 
this  part  of  their  training  very  interesting  as  it  gave  them  a  good 
insight  into  the  workings  of  the  local  authority  nursing  services.  There 
is  good  liaison  between  Psychiatric  Social  Workers  at  St.  Matthew’s 
Hospital  and  health  visiting  staff.  A  weekly  visit  is  paid,  as  far  as 
to  staffing  position  allows,  to  consult  with  Psychiatric  Social  Workers 
and  visit  selected  mental  patients  to  offer  help  in  any  way  required. 


Geriatric  Nursing 

The  geriatric  nurses  continued  to  carry  out  most  useful  work 
during  the  year.  Many  of  the  old  folk  are  unaware  of  the  facilities 
available  to  them,  such  as  domestic  help,  meals  on  wheels,  home 
nursing  etc.,  and  the  geriatric  nurses  are  able  to  help  and  advise  them 
in  this  respect.  The  old  people  look  forward  to  the  periodic  visits  of 
the  nurses  which  help  to  alleviate  their  loneliness  and  give  them  a 
feeling  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  The  geriatric  nurses  also  co-operate 
with  the  Rotary  Club  in  recommending  needy  old  people  for  Christmas 
gifts  and  in  selecting  suitable  persons  for  the  annual  summer  outing. 
One  of  the  nurses  also  accompanies  the  old  people  on  this  outing. 

In  the  course  of  their  visits  geriatric  nurses  give  valuable  advice 
regarding  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home.  We  find  that 
personal  contact  with  this  section  of  the  public  is  much  more  effective 
than  posters  and  press  publicity. 
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Health  Visiting  and  Tuberculosis  Visiting  during  1963 


Number 
of  cases 

Total 

Visits 

Children  born  in  1963 

2,320 

6,890 

Children  born  in  1962 

1,899 

3,898 

Children  born  in  1958 — 1961 

5,098 

7,415 

Persons  aged  65  years  and  over 

1,018 

3,861 

Mentally  disordered  persons  ... 

136 

209 

Persons  discharged  from  hospital 

91 

104 

Tuberculous  households 

4 

4 

Infectious  diseases 

21 

34 

Expectant  mothers 

1,113 

1,323 

Post-natal  mothers 

2,082 

2,245 

Housing  enquiries 

114 

114 

Other  classes 

1,155 

1,565 

Tuberculosis  visitor — 

Tuberculous  households 

297 

538 

HOME  NURSING 

Staff 

The  home  nursing  staff  at  the  end  of  1963  consisted  of  one  Deputy 
Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  12  full-time  and  2  part-time  nurses. 
We  must  record  the  retirement  in  November  1963  of  Miss  R.  E. 
Bennion,  Superintendent  of  District  Nurses  after  long  and  valuable 
service  to  district  nursing  in  Walsall.  Following  Miss  Bennion’s 
retirement  the  home  nursing  and  health  visiting  services  were  taken 
over  by  Miss  G.  Johnson,  previously  Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 
She  was  redesignated  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  two  Deputy 
Superintendent  Nursing  Officers  were  appointed  to  be  responsible 
for  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  district  nursing  and  health 
visiting  services. 


Work  of  the  District  Nurses 

It  will  again  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  in  1963  a  large 
proportion  of  cases  attended  by  district  nurses,  62  per  cent  in  fact, 
were  over  65  years  of  age.  The  value  of  this  service  in  relieving 
pressure  on  hospital  accommodation  is  becoming  more  apparent  from 
year  to  year.  The  demand  for  district  nursing  service  continues  to 
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increase,  1,256  persons  being  nursed  during  1963  as  compared  with 
1,145  in  1962.  District  nursing  is  a  branch  of  nursing  which  in  some 
aspects  veers  from  the  normal  preventive  function  of  a  Local  Health 
Authority  in  that  treatment  is  given  on  the  instructions  of  hospitals 
and  general  practitioners.  The  duties  of  this  branch  of  Local  Authority 
nursing  services  are  very  arduous  but  the  appreciation  shown  by 
patients  and  their  relatives  must  be  a  great  consolation  to  the  staff 
concerned. 

The  West  Midlands  Training  School  for  District  Nurses  has 
continued  throughout  1963,  one  of  the  Council’s  clinics  being  used 
for  theoretical  training  purposes.  One  member  of  the  staff  was  sent 
on  the  training  course  during  1963. 

Cases  attended  and  visits  paid  by  Home  Nursing  Staff  during  1963 

Total  number  of  persons  nursed  during  the  year  ...  1,256 

Number  of  persons  who  were  aged  under  5  years  at 
first  visit  in  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  persons  who  were  aged  65  years  or  over 

at  first  visit  in  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  774 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  carried  out  at  child  welfare 
clinics  or  by  general  practitioners.  During  the  year  284  primary 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  carried  out,  94  by  doctors  at 
clinics  and  190  by  general  practitioners.  There  were  110  successful 
re-vaccinations,  3  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  and  107 
by  general  practitioners,  and  28  attempts  at  vaccination  or  re¬ 
vaccination  proved  unsuccessful. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  vaccination  and 
re-vaccination :  — 


0-3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  yrs. 
and  over 

Total 

Vaccinated 

10 

43 

25 

40 

71 

19 

16 

60 

284 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

14 

92 

110 
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immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  -child  welfare  centres 
day  nurseries,  school  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners.  Visits  are 
also  made  to  schools  for  the  purpose  of  immunisation  and  the 
.  administration  of  booster  doses.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  children  immunised  each  year  by  age  groups: _ 


Year 

r  immunised 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

No.  of  children 
given  re-inforcing 
injection 

Cases  of 
Diphtheria 
notified 

1963 

1228 

842 

2070 

1735 

_ 

1962 

1260 

731 

1991 

1107 

— 

1961 

1733 

1356 

3089 

1327 

— 

1960 

1581 

1609 

3190 

2689 

— 

1959 

1188 

1261 

2449 

1365 

— 

1958 

1094 

111 

1205 

36 

— 

1957 

1037 

1294 

2331 

1158 

- 

1956 

746 

1140 

1886 

774 

— 

1955 

822 

988 

1810 

678 

1 

1954 

856 

1027 

1883 

795 

— ■ 

1953 

858 

899 

1757 

879 

— 

1952 

906 

898 

1804 

1273 

— 

1951 

825 

888 

1713 

1228 

2 

1950 

570 

956 

1526 

1413 

2 

1949 

1171 

1167 

2338 

2111 

3 

Total 

15875 

15167 

31042 

18568 

8 

It  will  be  noted  that  during  1963,  1,228  children  under  the  age 
of  five  years  and  842  between  five  and  14  years  were  immunised  and 
1,735  were  given  a  reinforcing  injection.  Of  the  total,  424  were 
immunised  and  329  given  reinforcing  doses  by  general  practitioners 
under  the  Authority’s  scheme,  the  remainder  being  immunised  by 
the  Local  Authority’s  own  doctors. 
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Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  whooping  cough  immunisation 
carried  out  during  1963 :  — 


Born  in 
year:  — • 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1954- 

1958 

4949- 

1953 

Total 

502 

645 

53 

15 

5 

4 

— 

1223 

Triple  antigen  was  used  in  most  of  these  cases.  419  were  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners,  and  804  at  child  welfare  centres. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated 
against  poliomyelitis  during  1963 :  — 


Salk 

Vaccine 

Complete 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Course 

Injection 

Children  born  in  1963 

•  •  . 

17 

— 

Children  born  in  1962 

•  •  • 

24 

23 

Children  born  in  1961 

•  •  • 

6 

52 

Children  and  young  persons 

bom 

in  1943—1960  . 

•  •  • 

— 

48 

Young  persons  born  in  1933— 

-1942 

2 

15 

Others  . 

•  .  . 

2 

21 

• 

51 

159 

Oral  Vaccine 

Complete 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Course 

Dose 

Children  born  in  1963 

... 

139 

Children  born  in  1962 

658 

5 

Children  born  in  1961 

145 

132 

Children  and  young  persons 

bom 

in  1943—1960  . 

•  •  • 

126 

2,715 

Young  persons  born  in  1933— 

-1942 

74 

39 

Others  . 

•  •  • 

49 

44 

1,191 

2,935 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination 


The  regular  programme  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  carried  out 
during  the  year,  vaccination  being  offered  to  all  school  children  over 
the  age  of  13  years,  including  students  attending  the  Technical  College, 
i  Skin  tests  are  carried  out  by  the  Heaf  Gun  method  and  negative 
:  reactors  are  offered  vaccination.  Children  with  strongly  positive  skin 
.  tests  are  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  for  investigation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
B.C.G.  vaccination  during  the  year:  — 


School 

Children 

Students  attending 
Further  Education 
Establishments 

Contact 

Scheme 

Number 

skin-tested 

1275 

— 

316 

Number 

found  positive  . . . 

174 

— 

63 

Number 

found  negative  . . . 

1060 

— - 

182 

Number 

vaccinated 

1060 

200 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Vehicles 

The  fleet  at  the  end  of  1963  consisted  of  eight  ambulances  and 
four  sitting  case  vehicles,  one  of  which  is  a  26-seater  bus  used  for 
the  transport  of  out-patients  to  and  from  hospital.  It  is  intended 
also  to  use  this  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  pupils  to  and  from 
the  Junior  Training  Centre. 


Staff  and  By  sidings 

The  ambulance  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  one 
Ambulance  Supervisor,  one  Assistant  Supervisor  and  24  Ambulance 
Drivers,  two  of  whom  are  women.  All  members  of  the  staff  have 
successfully  passed  the  St.  John  examination  and  refresher  courses 
are  arranged  as  necessary. 

Criticism  has  been  levelled  at  the  existing  ambulance  station, 
which  it  is  agreed  is  very  much  in  need  of  replacement.  The 
Committee's  plans  for  a  new  building  have  however  been  held  up  by 
the  uncertainty  of  the  implementation  of  the  Review  Commission  s 
proposals  regarding  the  extension  of  the  County  Borough,  and 
difficulty  in  siting  in  relation  to  the  proposed  new  ring  road.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that  the  position  will  soon  be  clarified. 
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Work  of  the  Ambulance  Service 


There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  carried  by 
ambulance  during  the  year,  40,549  being  conveyed  as  against  41,958 
in  1962.  The  mileage  run  during  the  year  has  increased  to  158,174 
as  against  154,578  in  1962.  The  following  summary  shows  the  work 
done  during  the  year:  — 


35,174 

12,928 

40,549 

158,174 


Calls 


Journeys 

Cases 

Mileage 


The  ambulance  staff  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  conveyance 
of  bodies  to  the  mortuary  at  the  request  of  the  Borough  Coroner. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year: 
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MILEAGE 

S.C.A. 

6700 

6728 

6610 

5982 

7192 

5599 

4683 

4033 

2554 

3901 

4341 

4522 

32845 

AMB. 

5887 

5704 

6421 

6440 

8151 

8505 

10069 

8387 

8716 

10549 

8496 

8004 

45329  < 

CASES 

i  • 

S.C.A. 

*>L°|  |  |  |  to  in  |  rf  © 

CO 

CO 

J91P0 

Ed 

O 

Z 

<  - 

Sitting 

Cases 

1  1  1  I  i  !  1  1  1  1  1  I 

1 

1 

h) 

P 

m 

Stretcher 

Cases 

«  ^  ^  2  2  2  2  S 

248 

S.C.A. 

i  i  i  i  n  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 

<N 

AouaSiamg; 

M 

P 

Sitting 

Cases 

i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  n  i  i  i 

0-1 

hd 

P 

ffl 

X 

< 

Stretcher 

Cases 

163 

164 

159 

148 

148 

190 

169 

156 

158 

201 

174 

196 

2026 

S.C.A. 

1447 

1648 

1843 

1805 

2083 

2029 

2193 

1711 

2074 

2079 

1831 

875 

21078 

ss9njji 

Ed 

o 

tJ 

Sitting 

Cases 

1  679 

731 

641 

502 

784 

451 

720 

726 

481 

680 

567 

371 

7333 

M 

i 

< 

Stretcher 

Cases 

835 

840 

831 

832 

857 

789 

866 

823 

791 

782 

798 

783 

9827 

■019 

sniBJBddy 

msaSrRny 

S.C.A. 

84 

89 

97 

81 

47 

73 

116 

98 

82 

52 

84 

50 

953 

sas-infq  9thoh 

‘S9ATM.piI\[ 

amb: 

TfCOCq'>f^'q,CNCOLOCCTt‘iX> 

545 

9OIAJ0S 

|  S.C.A. 

00  O'.  OO^CDLO©©l>l>^f*''tl 

1— <  r— (  T— <  T— ( 

117 

9Apaoqy 

« 

S 

< 

0©r^(N^fl>r-<0Cq<X>I><N 

t^COCOtFIOCOCOOICICOCOOI 

422 

JOURNEYS 

S.C.A. 

|  t>  UO  |  |  |  <X>  lO  |  ^  © 

33 

amb: 

i  ©  ©  i— i^d^COd©©© 

codddddd^^r-ir-^iM 

248 

S.C.A. 

1  1  1  1  N  1  1  I  1  1  1  1 

^0U9§I9THg  - 

m 

S 

< 

153 

157 

152 

148 

142 

185 

158 

156 

154 

181 

167 

196 

© 

■'f 
© 
r— < 

S.C.A. 

421 

353 

433 

357 

450 

330 

192 

138 

124 

196 

200 

181 

3375 

ss9uqi 

amb: 

328 

312 

379 

316 

344 

316 

615 

505 

573 

562 

551 

483 

-f 

00 

Cl 

LO 

CALLS 

2394 

2567 

2457 

3151 

4038 

2468 

3288 

2717 

2948 

3384 

3400 

2362 

|35 174 

Month 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

30 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Sick-Room  Appliances  Service 

Sick-room  appliances  are  available  at  the  Ambulance  Station  for 
issue  to  patients  on  loan  on  the  recommendation  of  the  hospital,  family 
doctor,  district  nurse  or  health  visitor. 


During  the  year  the  following  articles  were  issued :  — 


Rubber  Sheets  . . . 

164 

Walking  Aids 

4 

Back  Rests 

185 

Urinals 

...  116 

Feeding  Cups 

12 

Sputum  Cups 

4 

Crutches  ... 

18  prs. 

Air  Rings 

...  145 

Walking  Sticks  ... 

39 

Wheel  Chairs 

...  59 

Bed  Cradles 

46 

Bedpans  . . . 

...  243 

Bed  Tables 

5 

Bed  Boards 

9 

Commodes 

52 

Bed  Blocks 

2 

A  small  deposit  is  required  for  each  article  loaned  out,  which  is 
refunded  on  the  return  of  the  article  to  the  Ambulance  Station. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme 

Under  the  Council’s  Milk  Assistance  Scheme  a  grant  of  free  milk 
is  issued  by  the  department  to  tuberculous  patients  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  Chest  Physician.  Milk  is  supplied  through  the  patient’s  own 
registered  milk  retailer  so  that  the  patient  is  not  put  to  any  trouble  to 
obtain  milk  from  a  special  source,  a  benefit  appreciated  by  the  patient. 
For  varying  periods  during  the  year  5  patients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of  milk  a  day,  free  of  charge. 
A  close  liaison  with  the  Chest  Physician  continues  and  officers  of  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  of  this  department  confer  regularly  upon  the  needs 
of  tuberculous  patients.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  who  is 
actually  employed  by  the  local  authority,  has  an  office  at  the  Chest 
Clime  and  works  with  the  Chest  Physician  and  consequently  obtains 
very  useful  information  regarding  patients  which  helps  her  later  in 
environmental  duties. 

Tuberculosis  After-Care 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  is  responsible,  on  behalf 
of  the  Council,  for  certain  aspects  of  the  after-care  of  tuberculous 
patients  and  has  recently  extended  its  activities  to  cover  other  chest 
diseases.  Extra  assistance  is  provided  by  the  Committee  in  the  form 
of  additional  food,  change  of  air,  clothing,  better  home  conditions, 
extra  beds  and  bedding,  and  patients  are  in  some  cases  helped  to 
find  more  suitable  occupations.  The  Committee  has  functioned  for 
many  years  and  has  assisted  a  large  number  of  patients.  The  Council 
makes  a  generous  grant  to  assist  the  Committee  in  its  work,  and 
funds  are  also  derived  from  voluntary  sources. 
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The  Committee  makes  arrangements  for  practical  help  to  patients 
where  necessary  and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  distributed  as 
Christmas  gifts  to  all  patients  on  the  books.  The  Committee  is  well 
served  by  its  honorary  officers,  who  have  a  long  tradition  of  service 
behind  them.  There  is  a  helpful  liaison  between  the  voluntary  body 
and  the  Health  Department  and  this  ensures  active  co-operation  at 
all  times. 


Prevention  ©f  Break-up  ©f  Families 

The  good  work  in  this  section  continued  throughout  1963  in 
I  spite  of  staffing  difficulties.  Children  of  problem  families  were  sent 
on  hostelling  holidays,  to  camps  and  to  private  hostesses  under  a 
scheme  sponsored  by  the  Regional  W.V.S.  Our  grateful  thanks  are 
due  to  the  organisations  sponsoring  these  holidays,  which  are  greatly 
j  appreciated  by  the  children  concerned.  The  great  improvement  in 
8  their  general  condition  and  outlook  is  surprising  after  a  short  holiday 

I  away  from  the  family  environment. 

The  routine  duties  of  budgeting,  rehabilitation  and  general  welfare 
of  the  family  unit  have  been  vigorously  carried  out  during  the  year 
by  the  Social  Case-worker  and  her  assistant.  The  support  of  other 
departments  and  that  of  voluntary  workers  has  always  been  readify 
forthcoming  and  is  vital  in  the  work  of  supervision  of  problem 
families. 

Convalescent  Treatment 

Under  the  Council’s  convalescent  treatment  scheme  arrangements 
:  are  made  to  provide  convalescent  holidays  for  persons  certified  by 
hospitals  or  medical  practitioners  to  require  them. 

During  the  year  37  children  were  sent  on  holidavs,  33  for  three 
weeks  and  4  for  two  weeks  to  the  Ormerod  Convalescent  Home, 
St.  Annes-on-Sea. 

Six  adults  went  for  two  weeks  to  convalescent  homes  at  Blackpool, 
St.  Annes,  Exmouth,  Harrogate  and  Llandudno. 

The  children’s  part  of  the  scheme  is  run  on  similar  lines  to  thaf 
operated  by  the  Walsall  Poor  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Society 
and  co-ordination  of  the  two  schemes  is  well  established. 

Chiropody 

The  staffing  position  of  the  Local  Authority  Chiropody  Service 
has  not  improved  during  1963,  but  we  have  been  able  to  maintain 
the  level  of  treatment  carried  out.  Unfortunately  the  proposed  training 
course  for  chiropodists,  our  hope  of  recruitment  of  full-time  officers, 
did  not  materialise.  Walsall’s  application  for  such  a  training  course 
to  be  held  at  the  Walsall  and  Staffordshire  Technical  College  was 
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refused  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  considered  that  the  Chiropody 
Training  School  in  Birmingham  adequately  served  the  area.  As  in 
the  case  of  dentistry,  the  more  lucrative  attractions  of  private  practice 
discourage  young  trained  chiropodists  from  entering  the  Local 
Authority  Chiropody  Service. 

The  following  are  the  attendances  made  for  treatment  during 
the  year :  — 

Elderly  persons  ...  ...  ...  590 

Physically-handicapped  persons  ...  20 

Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  1 

611 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Staff 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  domestic  helps  employed 
was  13  full-time  and  68  part-time.  There  is  one  full-time  organiser. 

Work  of  the  Domestic  Helps 

713  persons  received  help  during  1963,  of  whom  490  (69  per  cent.) 
were  aged  65  years  or  over.  The  number  of  confinement  cases 
attended  was  128,  7  fewer  than  in  1962.  In  spite  of  a  large  turnover 
of  staff  we  have  again  managed  to  cope  with  the  continuing  demands 
on  the  service.  As  far  as  the  elderly  people  are  concerned,  priority 
is  given  to  bed-ridden  patients  to  whom  help  is,  of  course,  essential, 
the  amount  and  frequency  of  help  to  other  cases  being  assessed 
according  to  need.  We  can  safely  say  that  very  few  complaints  are 
received  and  many  relatives  of  recipients  express  their  appreciation 
of  the  excellent  service  provided. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  by  the  domestic 


helps  during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1963  ...  81 

(13  full-time,  68  part-time). 

No.  of  confinement  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

No.  of  chronic  sick  and  tuberculous  cases  ...  42 

No.  of  cases  aged  65  years  or  over  ...  ...  490 

No.  of  mentally  disordered  cases  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  other  cases  .  49 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

Administration  and  Staff 

The  administration  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  under  the  Mental 
i  Health  Act,  1959,  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Committee  with 
delegation  to  a  special  sub-committee. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  staff  employed  in  this  service  at  the 
r  time  of  writing :  — 


)  General  Medical  Supervision 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

>]  Mental  Welfare  Officers 

1  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

3  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

t  Training  Centre 

1  Supervisor. 

4  Assistants. 

1  Instructor  (Male). 

1  Cook/Instructor. 

1  General  Assistant. 

Approve!  of  Medical  Practitioners 

The  following  doctors  are 

approved  by  this  Local  Health  Authority 

under  the  Mental  Health  Act, 

1959,  to  give  medical  recommendations 

for  compulsory  admission  of  mentally  disordered  persons  to  hospital 

or  reception  into  Guardianship :  — 

Dr.  T.  Ross 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  G.  P.  A.  Evans 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  I.  M.  Brown 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer 

Dr.  G.  M.  Baker 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  A.  B.  Davies 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  L.  A.  Redlich 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  P.  G.  H.  T.  Pollitt  .. 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  M.  H.  Bott . 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  E.  R.  S.  Grice 

General  Practitioner 

Dr.  J.  W.  Tanner 

General  Practitioner 
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Admissions  and  After-care 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  1963 
under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers :  — 


No.  of  Health  Service  patients  removed  to  St.  Matthew's 
Hospital,  Burntwood,  for  observation  or  treatment  ... 

No.  of  Health  Service  cases,  alleged  to  be  suffering  from 
mental  disorder,  investigated  ...  ...  .... 

No.  of  patients  referred  for  after-care 

No.  of  after-care  visits  paid  ... 

No.  of  miscellaneous  visits  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers 


99 

71 

233 

822 

399 


Training  Centres 

The  Junior  Training  Centre,  which  was  opened  for  the  reception 
of  pupils  in  September,  1962,  has  75  places.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  42  juniors  and  37  seniors  in  attendance  at  the  Centre. 
The  curriculum  of  the  Centre  includes  rug  making,  stool  seating, 
embroidery,  handicrafts,  percussion  band,  eurhythmies,  country 
dancing,  puppetry,  games  and  speech  training. 

The  Special  Care  Unit  facilities  were  introduced  for  pupils  with 
added  physical  disabilities. 

The  programme  for  the  construction  of  the  Adult  Training  Centre 
has  been  delayed  due  to  staffing  difficulties  in  the  Architects  Depart¬ 
ment.  It  is  expected  that  work  will  commence  on  this  project  during 
late  1964. 

In  preparation  for  this  scheme,  a  male  instructor  commenced 
duties  during  1963  and  the  variety  of  products  from  the  centre  has 
increased. 

Residentia!  Accommodation 

We  have  no  residential  accommodation  for  subnormal  patients  at 
present.  The  Council's  capital  building  programme  includes  a  hostel 
for  working  subnormal  patients.  A  hostel  is  also  planned  at  a  later 
date  to  accommodate  elderly  psychotics. 

Social  Club 

The  Phoenix  Club,  a  social  club  for  patients  discharged  from 
mental  hospitals,  has  continued  to  make  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  Council's  mental  health  service.  Our  thanks  are  again  due  to 
members  of  the  health  visiting  staff  and  voluntary  workers,  who  have 
so  willingly  given  of  their  own  time  to  organise  the  activities.  Efforts 
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j  have  again  been  made  as  far  as  possible  to  provide  a  varied  programme 
to  keep  the  interest  of  members,  and  included  coach  trips,  visits  to 
places  of  interest,  together  with  general  social  evenings  of  dancing, 
i  film  shows,  and  other  enter Lainment.  An  exchange  of  visits  with  the 
1  Stafford  Social  Club  was  made,  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  this 
•J  arrangement  still  further. 

An  important  addition  for  club  members  was  a  handicraft  class 
rwhere  instruction  is  given  by  the  health  visiting  staff  and  voluntary 
smembers,  the  finished  articles  being  sold  for  the  benefit  of  club  funds. 

General 

A  clinic  session  for  the  diagnosis  of  mental  subnormality  is  held 

!  monthly  in  Walsall,  and  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  St.  Margaret’s 
Hospital  is  usually  in  attendance.  The  General  Practitioners  have 
been  notified  of  this  arrangement  in  order  that  the  service  can  be  made 
5  easily  available  if  required.  Much  work  in  the  field  of  mental,  sub- 
i.  normality  is  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  health  department 
c  in  the  course  of  their  clinical  duties,  and  recently,  the  deputy  medical 
I  officer  of  health  commenced  a  weekly  session  at  the  Training  Centre 
9  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  reassessment  examinations  and  dealing 
with  other  clinical  matters. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  have  attended  at  the  appropriate  hospitals 
to  appear  before  Mental  Health  Review  Tribunals  to  support  the 
home  conditions  reports  which  have  been  requested,  following  an 
appeal  by  a  patient  to  a  Tribunal. 

The  after-care  of  patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  is 
carried  out  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors,  according 
i  to  the  special  requirements  in  each  case.  Weekly  case  discussions 
are  held  at  St.  Matthew’s  Hospital  and  the  Superintendent  Nursing 
Officer  attends  to  assess  the  social  requirements  before  the  discharge 
of  patients  who  have  received  treatment  for  mental  illness. 

There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  local  psychiatric  hospitals, 
and  the  services  of  their  Consultants  are  readily  available  for  advice 
and  assistance.  ’ 

There  is  complete  co-operation  with  various  agencies,  Ministry  of 
Labour,  National  Assistance  Board  and  Ministry  of  National 
Insurance,  to  provide  the  appropriate  service  for  patients  in  the 
community. 
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Number  of  patients  under  Local  Health  Authority  Care  at  31.12.63 
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Referred  by 

1.  Admission  to  Guardianship  of  L.H.A.  or  other 
Guardian  during  the  year  ended  31.12.63 

2.  Total  number  under  Guardianship  at  31 . 12.63 
L.H.A . 

Other 

3.  Receiving  training  or  occupation  in  day  centre 

Awaiting  training  or  occupation  in  day  centre 

4.  Resident  at  L.H.A.  expense  in  other  residental 
homes/hostels  .  . 

5.  Receiving  home  visits  (not  included  elsewhere) 

6.  Number  of  patients  in  L.H.A.  area  on  waiting 
list  for  admission  to  hospital  at  31.12.83. 

(a)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  .  . 

(b)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care 

7.  Number  of  patients  admitted  temporarily  for 
residential  care  during  1963. 

(a)  To  N.H.S.  hospitals 

(b)  Elsewhere 
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SECTION  D. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Health  Education 
(a)  Smoking  and  Health 

Reference  has  been  made  to  smoking  and  lung  cancer  in  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health  Service,  outlining  our  efforts 
to  illustrate  the  relationship  by  means  of  talks  at  senior  schools. 
Similar  facilities  were  offered  to  business  retail  and  industrial  under¬ 
takings  in  the  town  but  with  disappointing  results;  even  Corporation 
staff  were  apathetic — possibly  people  do  not  want  to  be  convinced. 
I  think  it  appropriate  to  include  under  this  heading  the  following 
table  showing  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  in  Walsall 


over  the  last 

ten  years,  in 

age  groups 

;  — 

Year 

15—24 

25—44 

45—64 

65  years 

Total 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

1954 

— 

2 

11 

7 

20 

1955 

— 

2 

32 

17 

51 

1956 

— 

3 

45 

18 

66 

1957 

— 

3 

33 

19 

55 

1958 

— 

1 

32 

19 

52 

1959 

— 

— 

33 

26 

59 

1960 

— 

3 

35 

16 

54 

1961 

— 

2 

36 

21 

59 

1962 

— 

4 

40 

34 

78 

1963 

— 

1 

38 

18 

57 

Total 

.  — 

21 

335 

195 

551 

— 

— 

61  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  over  the  ten  year  period  were 
in  the  45 — 64  age  group,  35.5  per  cent,  were  65  and  over  and  3.5  per 
cent,  under  45  years.  These  statistics  in  ail  probability  point  to  the 
fact  that  the  over  45  age  group  were  confirmed  heavy  smokers  who 
did  not  have  the  advantage  of  concentrated  health  education  in  their 
school  life.  Our  policy  therefore  to  concentrate  our  health  education 
efforts  on  senior  school  children  before  they  reach  the  stage  of  addiction 
to  smoking  is  reaffirmed.  There  is,  however,  reliable  evidence  that 
cessation  of  smoking  at  any  age  produces  a  beneficial  result,  which 
should  give  heavy  smokers  encouragement  to  give  up  the  habit. 

(b)  Venerea!  Disease 

Posters  stressing  the  need  for  early  treatment  of  venereal  disease 
were  displayed  at  suitable  points  in  the  town.  Our  efforts  however 
to  publicise  the  times  of  treatment  by  displaying  notices  giving  details 
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of  venereal  diseases  clinics  in  public  conveniences  have  been  in  some 
cases  rendered  futile  by  vandalism.  Appropriate  notices  enclosed  in 
transparent  cases  and  placed  in  a  position  not  easily  accessible  lasted 
only  a  very  short  time.  Apart  from  the  great  inconvenience  this 
childish  destruction  causes  the  department,  people  possibly  too 
embarrased  to  ask  personally  at  the  Health  Department  regarding 
the  availability  of  treatment  are  so  deprived  of  the  information. 

(c)  General 

An  intensive  programme  of  health  education  by  means  of  posters, 
press  notices,  lectures  and  talks  to  various  groups  has  continued 

I  throughout  the  year.  Wide  publicity  has  been  given  by  these  means 
to  all  types  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  and  by  personal  contact 
by  members  of  our  medical,  health  visiting,  midwifery  and  nursing 
staffs. 

Requests  from  various  organisations  for  members  of  the  medical 
and  nursing  staff  to  give  talks  on  the  work  of  the  department  have 
been  complied  with.  Lectures  v/ere  given  to  Rangers  on  home  safety 
and  personal  hygiene  to  assist  them  in  connection  with  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Award.  Talks  were  given  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  members  of  the 
health  visiting  staff,  to  a  number  of  organisations  on  various  aspects 
of  public  health  and  the  services  which  are  available  to  the  general 
public,  and  according  to  reports  from  the  lectures,  the  information 
was  obviously  well  received. 

Mothercraft  classes  were  continued  for  young  mothers  expecting 
their  first  babies,  a  course  of  seven  lectures  and  demonstrations  being 
given  by  health  visiting  and  midwifery  staff.  The  lectures  cover  all 
aspects  of  ante-natal  care,  preparation  for  confinement  and  care  of 
mother  and  baby.  The  final  session  of  the  course  is  devoted  to  a 
fa.thercraft  class,  which  is  quite  well  attended  and  provides  means 
of  educating  young  fathers  in  the  care  of  mother  and  baby.  During 
the  year  337  expectant  mothers  made  1,618  attendances  at  mother- 
craft  classes.  118  of  the  mothers  attending  had  booked  for  hospital 
confinement  and  219  for  domiciliary  confinement.  Relaxation  classes 
proceeded  during  the  year  and  287  expectant  mothers  took  advantage 
of  this  service  and  made  1,151  attendances  at  the  relaxation  clinic. 

Mothercraft  and  hygiene  lectures  were  continued  at  schools  and 
during  1963  7  classes  were  held  and  53  lectures  and  demonstrations 

given.  As  in  the  previous  year  a  school  had  a  variation  of  its 
mothercraft  teaching,  more  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  practical 
side.  The  pupils  not  only  watched  a  demonstration  of  baby  bathing, 
making  a  feed,  sterilisation  of  equipment,  making  up  a  cot  etc.,  but 
were  given  the  opportunit}/  to  carry  out  these  duties  themselves  under 
supervision.  The  examination  at  the  end  of  the  course  of  lectures 
has  been  practical  as  well  as  theoretical.  Many  girls  do  exceptionally 
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well  and  obviously  enjoy  this  innovation  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
32  first  class  and  26  second  class  mothercraft  certificates  were  awarded 
to  senior  school  girls.  It  is  felt  that  both  the  theoretical  and  practical 
side  of  this  type  of  health  education  should  be  given  in  every  secondary 
modern  school  in  the  town,  but  it  is  a  luxury  which  the  continued 
acute  shortage  of  health  visitors  makes  impossible. 

The  Health  Department  has  its  own  film  projector  and  from  time 
io  time  suitable  films  are  shown  during  the  course  of  lectures,  there 
being  a  number  of  useful  films  available  for  this  purpose.  The 
officers  concerned,  medical  and  nursing  staff  in  particular,  often  give 
freely  of  their  own  time  for  these  lectures,  and  thanks  are  due  to 
these  officers  for  their  enthusiasm  and  concern  for  this  aspect  of  our 
work. 


Nursing  Homes 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  nursing  homes  registered 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

Medical  Examinations 

The  medical  staff  of  the  health  department  carry  out  medical 
examinations  on  behalf  of  the  various  corporation  departments  on 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  superannuation  scheme  and  also  act 
as  medical  examiners  in  cases  where  corporation  employees  are 
reported  to  be  medically  unfit  to  continue  in  the  Council’s  service. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  medical  examinations 
carried  out  during  the  year :  — 


Transport  Department 

218 

Education  Department 

361 

Public  Works  Department 

79 

Health  Department 

51 

Housing  Department 

11 

Children  Department 

9 

Town  Clerk’s  Department 

8 

Borough  Treasurer’s  Department 

8 

Fire  Department  ... 

10 

Baths,  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department 

38 

Welfare  Department 

9 

Police  Department 

14 

Public  Libraries 

6 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 

1 

Workshops  for  the  Blind 

1 

Civil  Defence  Department 

1 

Magistrates  Clerk’s  Office 

3 

828 
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Pathological  Examinations 

The  arrangements  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and 
bacteriological  specimens  by  the  National  Laboratories  Service  has 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  laboratory,  situated  at  Stafford 
is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  service  is  a  complete  one  covering  all  our  possible 
requirements. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  health  department  send  specimens  for 
examination  regularly  and  the  service  is  also  open  to  any  of  the 
local  medical  practitioners.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk 
and  other  specimens  is  also  carried  out. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

This  section  provides  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention.  Action  was  necessary  in  2  cases  during 
the  year. 

Cremation 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Walsall  Corporation  under  the  regulations  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Cremation  Act,  1902,  and  is  responsible  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
final  authority  to  cremate. 

During  1963  certificates  were  given  in  respect  of  539  deaths  of 
persons  who  had  resided  in  Walsall,  and  330  in  respect  of  persons  who 
had  resided  outside  the  Borough,  a  total  of  869. 

As  it  is  not  always  possible  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
be  present  on  all  occasions  when  authority  to  cremate  is  required, 
authority  was  requested  for  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  act  in 
his  absence,  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Senior 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  have  been  appointed 
Approved  Deputies  by  the  Council  with  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Office. 

Nurseries  and  Child-Minders 

The  Nurseries  and  Child-Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948  provides 
for  the  registration  of  nurseries  and  child-minders,  where  children 
numbering  more  than  two  and  who  come  from  more  than  one 
household  are  cared  for.  The  Act  does  not  apply  to  the  care  of 
children  by  relatives. 

One  Nursery  for  30  children  and  two  persons  registered  as  child¬ 
minders  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Blind  Persons 

The  care  of  blind  persons  is  a  function  of  the  Welfare  Committee 
in  Walsall,  and  they  work  in  close  conjunction  with  the  Walsall, 
Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind.  There  is  a  modem 
institution  and  workshops  for  the  blind  in  the  town  and  the  facilities 
!  and  care  provided  are  of  the  best. 

At  the  end  of  1963  there  were  243  Walsall  residents  on  the 
register  for  the  blind  and  34  on  the  register  for  the  partially-sighted. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALU 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

ON  THE 

Work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors 
in  the  Borough  during  1963. 

Any  introduction  to  the  Report  must  commence  with  a  tribute 
to  the  late  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  C.  A.  Stansbury,  O.B.E., 
who  died  suddenly  on  the  8th  April  1963,  after  a  short  illness. 
Mr.  Stansbury  was  actively  employed  to  the  weekend  during  which 
his  death  occurred,  and  the  news  of  his  death  was  a  profound  shock 
to  all  members  of  the  staff  on  their  return  to  work. 

C.  A.  Stansbury  was  a  native  of  Plymouth  who  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Walsall  Health  Department  in  1928  as  an  assistant  public 
health  inspector.  A  year  later  he  was  appointed  to  special  housing 
duties  within  the  department,  to  deal  with  the  clearance  of  slum 
houses,  and  this  work  remained  one  of  his  primary  concerns  for  the 
re  d  of  his  life.  In  1935  Mr.  Stansbury  v  as  appointed  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Mr.  Stansbury  took  an  active  part  in  public  health  work  at  a 
national  level.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory 
Committee  for  several  years  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing 
Conference  for  the  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  in  1958. 
He  was  an  Examiner  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education 
Board,  a  former  Chairman  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Association 
of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  the  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Association  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

In  1958  Mr.  Stansbury  was  invested  with  the  Order  of  the  British 
Empire. 
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Mr.  Stansbury  never  spared  himself  in  his  public  work,  and  in 
:  addition  to  his  national  activities  he  played  an  active  part  in  many 
local  organisations.  He  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  friends  arm 
colleagues  throughout  the  country  and  did  much  to  enhance  the 
reputation  of  Walsall  during  his  thirty-five  years'  service  as  an  officer 
of  the  Council. 

On  Mr.  Stansbury' s  death  I  continued  in  my  capacity  of  deputy 
chief  public  health  inspector  until  I  was  appointed  as  Acting  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  as  from  1st  July,  pending  the  outcome  of 
the  proposed  revision  of  local  government  boundaries. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  thanks  for  all  the  help 
[afforded  during  a  difficult  period,  particularly  by  members  of  the 
.  Health  Committee  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

On  1st  November  1963,  Mr.  W.  J.  Woodward,  the  department's 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspector,  was  appointed  Acting  Deputy  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector.  Mr.  Woodward  has  36  years'  service  with  the 
:  Council. 

I  wish  to  record  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Woodward  and  the  senior 
inspectors  of  the  department  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  P.  BARTON, 

Acting  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PART  I— ADMINISTRATION 

Staffing. 

It  was  recorded  last  year  that  the  staffing  position  had  been  one 
of  considerable  difficulty  and  1963  has  proved  to  be  no  exception. 

The  situation  improved  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  as  the  resul: 
of  regrading  of  the  posts  of  public  health  inspectors  agreed  by  the 
Council  towards  the  end  of  1962.  This  regrading  led  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Disbury  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Creed  from  the  1st  March, 
1963  for  full  time  meat  inspection  duties  at  the  slaughterhouse  in 
Shortacre  Street. 

Unfortunately,  on  the  31st  March,  1963  Mr.  J.  A.  Richards, 
a  district  public  health  inspector,  resigned  on  the  grounds  of  ill  health. 

Later  in  the  year  the  opportunity  arose  to  appoint  a  new  type 
of  officer — an  Authorised  Officer  for  meat  inspection  duties.  In  view 
of  the  complete  failure  of  repeated  advertisements  to  attract  any 
applicants  for  the  vacant  posts  for  public  health  inspectors,  it  was 
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decided  to  appoint  such  an  officer  to  assist  the  public  health  inspectors 
engaged  on  meat  inspection  and  also  to  cope  with  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations.  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  of 
Edinburgh,  was  the  officer  appointed  and  he  took  up  his  duties  on 
the  26 ih  June,  1963. 

On  the  2nd  September,  1963  Miss  L.  j.  Fitzmaurice  took  up  a 
post  of  junior  clerk,  following  an  increase  in  the  permitted  establish¬ 
ment  to  cope  with  the  pressure  of  work  brough;  about  by  new 
legislation,  and  the  subsequent  duties  placed  on  the  department. 

On  the  30th  September,  1963  Mr.  C.  A.  Stanley,  a  public  health 
inspector  engaged  on  housing  duties,  resigned  upon  taking  up  an 
appointment  with  another  authority. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  two  further  new  types  of  appoint¬ 
ment  were  made  to  cope  with  the  increasing  backlog  of  work  arising 
from  the  unfilled  posts  for  public  health  inspectors.  Two  Technical 
Assistants  with  appropriate  qualifications  and  experience  in  building 
work  were  appointed  to  assist  the  public  health  inspectors  engaged 
on  housing  work  and  the  control  of  atmospheric  pollution.  Mr.  A. 
Hemmings  was  appointed  for  work  in  connection  with  domestic  smoke 
control  areas  and  took  up  his  duties  on  the  9th  December,  1963. 
Mr.  S.  France  was  appointed  at  the  same  time  to  assist  with  housing 
work  and  was  due  to  take  up  his  duties  in  the  New  Year. 

The  year  saw  a  number  of  examination  successes.  Three  pupil 
public  health  inspectors — Miss  L.  D.  Newton,  Mr.  R.  F.  Jones  and 
Mr.  A.  W.  Johnson,  passed  the  Intermediate  Examination  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  Education  Board  on  30th  June,  1963  and 
entered  upon  the  final  two  years  of  their  course. 

Mr.  D.  J. -Payne,  one  of  the  department's  public  health  inspectors, 
obtained  the  diploma  for  smoke  inspectors  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health  on  the  29th  November,  1963,  increasing  to  four  the  number 
of  inspectors  in  the  department  with  this  additional  qualification. 

The  latter  part  of  the  year  saw  the  resignation  of  Mr.  A.  D. 
Kelley,  the  senior  meat  inspector,  on  the  29th  December,  1963  and 
Mr.  G.  W.  Creed,  meat  inspector,  on  the  31st  December,  1963. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Disbury  was  promoted  from  the  post  of  meat  inspector  to 
senior  meat  inspector  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Stirling  was  appointed  to  a  post 
of  meat  inspector  to  take  up  his  duties  in  the  New  Year. 

A  special  report  on  the  staffing  of  the  meat  inspection  section  of 
the  department  was  accepted  by  the  Health  Committee  and  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  to  amalgamate  the  work  of  food  and  drugs  sampling 
with  the  work  of  the  meat  inspectors,  with  an  increase  in  establishment 
of  a  further  Authorised  Officer  to  cope  with  an  anticipated  increase 
in  output  resulting  from  the  modernisation  of  the  slaughterhouse. 
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It  was  considered  that  this  arrangement  would  provide  a  greater 
reserve  of  staff  to  deal  with  “peak”  killing  periods  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house  and  provide  alternative  work  for  the  inspectors  at  “low” 
killing  periods.  It  was  also  considered  that  the  new  arrangements 
would  provide  a  relief  to  the  arduous  work  of  constant  full  time  meat 
inspection  and  assist  in  filling  the  remaining  vacant  post  for  a  meat 
inspector. 

The  proposals  were  awaiting  confirmation  of  the  Establishment 
Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Organisation. 

The  re-organisation  of  the  public  health  inspectorate  referred  to 
in  last  year's  report  continues  to  work  well,  despite  staff  shortages. 
The  work  of  the  public  health  inspectorate  is  divided  into  five  divisions 
— housing;  meat  and  food  inspection;  food  and  drugs  sampling;  control 
of  atmospheric  pollution  and  noise;  district  inspection — each  division 
being  the  special  responsibility  of  a  senior  or  specialist  inspector.  The 
proposals  under  consideration  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to 
amalgamate  food  and  drags  work  with  meat  inspection  would  reduce 
the  number  of  divisions  to  four. 

Careful  consideration  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  making 
the  most  effective  use  of  department's  public  health  inspectors,  in 
view  of  staff  shortages  and  pressure  of  work. 

The  filing  and  recording  systems  have  been  streamlined  to  reduce 
duplication  of  entries  to  the  minimum,  and  to  remove  as  much  clerical 
work  as  possible  from  the  inspectors  to  the  clerical  staff.  Certain 
time  honbured  practices  in  the  keeping  of  records  have  been 
abandoned. 

The  duties  of  the  inspectors  have  been  reviewed  and  certain  work 
has  been  transferred  to  other  members  of  the  staff.  In  particular, 
mention  must  be  made  of  the  introduction  of  a  free  drainage  clearance 
scheme,  to  which  some  reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report. 

In  February  1963  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Health  Comm'ttee 
which  showed  over  £500  was  spent  in  the  inspection  of  192  complaint 
of  choked  drains,  the  service  of  the  appropriate  notices,  and  the 
recovery  of  relatively  trivial  costs  of  about  £1  per  property. 

In  addition,  there  was  the  use  of  inspectors'  time  for  this  work, 
whilst  other  duties  were  neglected,  and  the  difficulty  of  convincing 
the  public  that  it  was  necessary  to  go  through  the  formality  of  serving 
notices  before  dealing  with  such  an  urgent  matter  as  a  choked  drain. 

The  Committee  readily  agreed  to  the  use  of  a  workman  on  the 
staff  of  the  department  to  carry  out  the  clearance  of  drains  free  of 
charge.  This  scheme  was  put  into  operation  at  an  early  date,  resulting 
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in  a  considerable  release  of  the  time  of  inspectors  and  clerical  staff 
for  other  work,  and  the  provision  of  an  improved  service  to  the  public 
in  dealing  with  their  complaints. 

The  purpose  of  these  changes  is  to  provide  the  maximum  clerical, 
technical  and  mechanical  assistance  to  the  public  health  inspectors  to 
deal  with  their  proper  work  and  to  provide  an  efficient  protective 

service  to  the  public. 

New  legislation. 

A  brief  review  of  the  year's  regulations  and  directives  shows  that 
some  nine  sets  of  Regulations  or  Orders  directly  affecting  the  work 
of  the  public  health  inspectors  have  been  issued  during  the  year, 
with  seven  or  eight  official  circulars  or  reports,  requiring  changes  in 
routine  or  new  work.  The  more  important  of  these  are  referred  to 
in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  report  which  follow. 

Looking  into  1964,  preliminary  preparations  were  put  in  hand  for 
two  substantial  pieces  of  legislation — the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  and  a  new  Housing  Bill,  which  will  bring  a 
considerable  amount  of  increased  work  upon  the  department.  Only 
the  most  economic  use  of  the  department’s  public  health  inspectors 
can  permit  the  effective  operation  of  the  new  duties  proposed. 


PART  2— HOUSING 

(a)  Defects  and  Disrepair  to  Houses 

The  later  sections  of  the  report  refer  to  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts  to  secure  the  demolition,  closure  or  major  improvement  of  houses. 
This  section  of  the  report  refers  to  action  to  secure  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  or 
Walsall  Corporation  Acts,  following  the  receipts  of  complaints  by 
members  of  the  public. 

During  the  year  1,567  houses  were  repaired  as  the  result  of  informal 
or  formal  notices  issued  by  the  department.  Many  of  these  notices 
refer  to  work  of  an  urgent  nature  and  considerable  use  continues  to 
be  made  of  the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  Walsall  Corporation 
Act,  1954,  under  which  prompt  action  can  be  taken  to  secure  the 
repair  of  houses.  During  the  year  418  notices  under  Section  50  were 
served  upon  owners,  this  being  almost  double  the  number  of  Section  50 
notices  served  during  1962.  In  106  cases  the  work  required  by  the 
notices  was  done  in  default  of  the  owners  by  the  Corporation. 

In  59  cases  the  powers  of  Section  44  of  the  Walsall  Corporation 
Act,  1954  were  used  to  secure  the  clearance  of  stopped  drains.  In 
31  cases  the  work  was  carried  out  in  default  of  the  owners  by  the 
Corporation  and  the  costs  recovered. 
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(b)  Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  one  new  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was 
received  during  the  year,  but  seven  certificates  were  actually  issued, 
the  other  applications  having  been  received  in  the  previous  year. 
Landlords  made  application  for  the  cancellation  of  six  Certificates 
of  Disrepair;  in  all  cases  the  applications  were  granted. 

(c)  Unfit  Houses 

127  unfit  houses  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  for  action 
under  the  Housing  Act  1957,  either  in  clearance  areas  or  individually. 

Clearance  Areas. 

Seven  new  clearance  areas  were  represented,  involving  a  total 
of  78  houses,  details  of  which  are  set  out  below:  — 

1.  The  Walsall  (Lichfield  Road,  Bloxwich)  Clearance 

Area,  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  houses 

2.  The  Walsall  (Stoney  Lane,  Bloxwich)  Clearance  Area 

1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  houses 

3.  The  Walsall  (Ward  Street)  Clearance  Area,  1963  ...  8  houses 

4.  The  Walsall  (Walhouse  Road  No.  1)  Clearance  Area, 

1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21  houses 

5.  The  Walsall  (Bloxwich  Road)  Clearance  Area,  1963  21  houses 

6.  The  Walsall  (Old  Birchills)  Clearance  Area,  1963  ...  9  houses 

7.  The  Walsall  (Green  Lane)  Clearance  Area,  1963  ...  8  houses 

) 

Individual  Houses. 

In  addition  to  houses  dealt  with  in  the  Clearance  Areas,  several 
individual  properties  were  dealt  with  under  Sections  16  and  17  of 
the  Housing  Acts  with  a  view  to  closure  or  demolition.  Demolition 
or  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  45  houses.  21  Corporation 
owned  houses  were  also  considered  to  be  unfit  and  the  Housing 
Department  were  asked  to  rehouse  the  tenants  prior  to  demolition. 

Orders  and  Enquiries. 

Subsequent  to  clearance  areas  represented  in  previous  years,  the 
following  Orders  were-  made :  — 

1.  The  Walsall  (Paddock)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1963  .  190  houses 

This  Order  combined  the  Walsall  (Paddock  Nos.  1-7)  Clearance 
Areas  and  also  included  other  properties  which  it  was  felt  desirable 
to  purchase  compulsorily  to  obtain  an  area  suitable  for  redevelopment. 
The  total  area  of  land  involved  is  something  in  excess  of  7  acres 
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and  will  provide  the  Corporation  with  a  first  class  site  for  housing 
redevelopment,  which  should  eventually  link  up  with  the  Church  Hill 
Memorial  Scheme.  The  Inquiry  was  held  into  this  Order  on  27th 
November,  1963  by  R.  E.  Barry,  Esq.,  Ll.B.,  A.R.I.C.S.,  and 
confirmation  of  the  Order  is  still  awaited. 

2.  The  Walsall  (Old  Birchills)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1963  .  25  houses 

This  Order  results  from  two  Clearance  Areas  represented  earlier  in 
the  year,  i.e.  The  Walsall  (Old  Birchills)  Clearance  Area,  1963  and 
the  Walsall  (Green  Lane)  Clearance  Area,  1963  and  also  includes 
other  fit  properties  in  Forge  Street  and  Old  Birchills  which  it  was 
considered  desirable  for  the  Coropration  to  purchase. 

This  area  is  earmarked  as  open  space  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  land  has  been  undermined  and  is  not  considered  suitable  for 
rebuilding. 

3.  The  Walsall  (Queen  Mary  Street)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1963  .  12  houses 

This  Order  includes  all  the  houses  previously  represented  at  The 
Walsall  (Queen  Mary  Street  Nos.  1  and  2)  Clearance  Areas,  1963  and 
also  two  other  fit  properties  lying  between  the  unfit  houses.  This 
land  is  adjacent  to  the  Palfrey  Park  and  the  provision  of  an  old 
persons’  home  is  envisaged. 

4.  The  Walsall  (Field  Road,  Bloxwich)  Clearance 

Order,  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  houses 

This  Order  contains  two  separate  blocks  of  property  which  were 
previously  represented  as  part  of  the  Church  Street/Field  Road 
Clearance  Areas'  and  which  are  owned  by  two  industrial  concerns  at 
the  rear.  Planning  permission  is  being  given  to  allow  the  industrial 
development  of  these  two  sites  to  obtain  access  to  the  factories,  which 
are  at  present  approached  from  side  streets,  and  to  provide  office 
accommodation  fronting  to  Field  Road.  The  remainder  of  the  houses 
included  in  the  Church  Street  and  Field  Road  Clearance  Areas  were 
proposed  for  inclusion  in  a  later  compulsory  purchase  order. 

In  addition  to  the  Inquiry  held  in  respect  of  the  Paddock 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  the  following  Order  has  been  the  subject 
of  an  Inquiry:  — 

The  Walsall  (Blue  Lane  West)  Clearance  Order, 

1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  houses 

This  Order  was  the  subject  of  an  Inquiry  on  the  3rd  January, 
1963  which  was  held  by  H.  R.  Parkin  Esq.,  A.R.I.B.A.  The  Order 
formed  part  of  a  Clearance  Area  involving  many  houses  in  the 
vicinty  of  Margaret  Street.  An  objection  was  raised  by  the  owners 
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of  Nos.  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  Blue  Lane  West  that  the  property  was 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit.  The  Order  was  confirmed  on  the 
1 24th  July,  1963  with  the  modification  that  Nos.  50,  51,  52,  53,  54 
should  be  omitted  in  order  to  give  the  owners  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  them  up  to  a  fit  state. 

The  following  orders  which  were  made  in  previous  years  were 
confirmed  as  follows :  — 

1.  The  Walsall  (New  Street,  Bloxwich)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1962  .  7  houses 

This  Order  was  confirmed  on  the  6th  March,  1963  without 
modification. 

2.  The  Walsall  (Pleck)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190  houses 

This  Order  was  confirmed  on  the  14th  March,  1963  with  the 
modification  that  (i)  the  classification  of  Nos.  1,  23  and  33  St.  Quentin 
Street,  78,  Oxford  Street  and  the  ''Rose  and  Thistle’ ’  public  house 
being  changed  from  "unfit”  or  "badly  arranged”  to  "fit”  and  (ii) 
the  exclusion  of  Nos.  45-51  (odd)  Wellington  Street.  Well  maintained 
payments  were  recommended  in  respect  of  Nos.  52,  58,  62,  Narrow 
Lane;  Nos.  4,  16,  32,  39,  41,  43,  45,  49  and  52,  St.  Quentin  Street; 
Nos.  27,  29,  33,  35  and  37,  Caledon  Street;  Nos.  80,  82,  84,  Oxford 
Street;  Nos.  276,  298,  302,  314,  Wednesbury  Road,  Walsall.  The 
Minister  was  of  the  opinion  that  Nos.  45  to  51,  Wellington  Street 
should  be  cleared  by  action  under  Section  44  of  the  Act,  by  way  of 
Clearance  Order,  as  described  below. 

3.  The  Walsall  (Wellington  Street)  Clearance 

Order,  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  houses 

This  Order  was  confirmed  on  the  19th  September,  1963  without 
modification.  The  houses  included  in  this  area  were  previously 
excluded  from  the  Pleck  C.P.O.  at  the  request  of  the  Minister  and 
a  Clearance  Order  was  substituted. 

;  Families  rehoused  and  houses  demolished. 

During  the  year  235  families  were  rehoused  from  230  houses. 
172  houses  were  demolished  and  the  total  number  of  persons  moved 
was  713. 

At  the  31st  December  1963,  219  condemned  houses  were  still  in 
occupation. 

The  total  number  of  houses  still  in  occupation  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  included  in  both  confirmed  and  unconfirmed  orders  is  566. 
This  figure  includes  all  houses  which  have  been  newly  represented 
during  the  year  and  all  those  represented  prior  to  1963  which  are 
still  occupied. 
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Summary. 

The  summary  below  sets  out  in  detail  the  progress  made  during 
the  year  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  properties. 

Condemned  houses  still  in  occupation  at  1st  January,  1963  157 

Houses  represented  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Certificates  of  Unfitness  issued  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

in  respect  of  Council  owned  properties  ...  ...  ...  21 

Houses  represented  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  78 

Condemned  houses  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Condemned  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Condemned  houses  still  occupied  at  31st  December,  1963  219 

The  progressive  total  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1930  under  the 
slum  clearance  programme  is  summarised  as  follows :  — 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,120 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,781 

Approximate  number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  19,851 

New  houses. 

During  1963  new  houses  in  Walsall  were  provided  by  the  following 
undertakers :  — 

(a)  Walsall  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  552 

(b)  Private  Persons  (i)  Permanent  houses  ...  ...  277 

(ii)  New  dwellings  created  by  con¬ 
version  of  existing  properties  ...  13 


(d)  Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  grants  dealt  with  has  remained  fairly  constant 
during  the  last  few  years.  The  summary  below  sets  out  the  position 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  discretionary  and  standard  grants  dealt 
with  during  1963. 

Number  of  equiries  received  and  visited .  253 


Applicants  considered  . . . 
Applications  approved  ... 


Discretionary  Standard 
Grants  Grants 

143  ...  68 

139  ...  68 


Total  cost  of  all  grants  approved  during  the  year:  — 

Discretionary  grants .  £27,398  15s.  4d. 

Standard  grants  .  £9,285  Os.  Od. 
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(e)  Improvement  Areas 

During  the  year  it  became  known  that  the  Government  was 
intending  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  give  powers  for  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  houses  which  are  of  substantial  construction  but  lack 
such  amenities  as  a  bathroom,  hot  water  system,  internal  water  closet, 
sink  and  food  store.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  preliminary 
assessment  to  be  made  of  areas  suitable  for  improvement,  with  a 
view  to  a  later,  more  detailed  survey  during  1964,  and  the  presentation 
of  a  comprehensive  report  to  the  Health  Committee. 


(f)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

A  report  on  the  situation  in  Walsall  was  presented  to  the  Health 
Committee  in  June,  1963.  This  showed  that  some  225  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  were  known  to  the  department,  and  that  many 
of  these  lacked  adequate  amenities  for  the  number  of  persons  living 
in  the  house. 

The  Committee  accepted  suggested  standards  of  amenities  for 
these  houses  and  enforcement  action  was  put  in  hand.  Due  to  pressure 
of  other  work  and  staffing  difficulties  most  of  the  action  taken  has 
been  informal,  consisting  of  verbal  notice  of  requirements  given  at  the 
time  of  inspection  by  the  senior  district  inspector  engaged  on  this  woik. 


This  has  produced  quite  effective  results.  The  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding  has  noticeably  decreased,  due  in  part  to  the  re-arrangement 
of  the  lodgers  in  the  available  houses  and  also  to  the  increase  in  the 
purchase  of  houses  for  private  use  only.  Except  for  isolated 
i  individual  cases,  the  number  of  complaints  received  by  the  department 
.  about  these  houses  has  dropped.  Further  improvements  are  dependent 
i  upon  routine  and  frequent  inspections,  and  these  continue  to  be 
l  hampered  by  staff  shortages. 

During  the  year  387  visits  have  been  made.  Three  Management 
Orders  and  17  Direction  Orders  were  made  and  were  instrumental  in 
the  cessation  of  multiple  occupation  in  two  cases  and  an  improvement 
in  conditions  in  the  others. 


(a)  Caravan  Sites 

There  have  been  no  applications  during  the  year  for  Caravan 
<  Site  Licences  and  the  number  of  licensed  sites  in  the  Borough  at  the 
i  end  of  the  year  is  twelve. 

On  one  caravan  site  there  was  an  excess  number  of  caravans, 
but  it  was  claimed  that  the  occupants  of  the  vans  were  engaged  on 
1  agricultural  work  on  the  owner’s  land,  and  this  gave  exemption  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Caravan  Si.es  and  Control  of  Development 
i  Act,  1960. 
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Visits  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  to  licensed  sites  to 
check  Schedules  of  Conditions  as  applicable  to  each  site,  with  specific 
reference  to  numbers  of  vans,  water  supplies,  sanitary  accommodation, 
washing  facilities,  refuse  disposal,  storage  space,  hard  standings, 
pathways  and  the  clearing  of  excess  vegetation  to  prevent  fire  hazards. 
Works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Recommendations  and  advice  are  given  by  the  Chief  Fire  Officer 
on  the  types  of  fire  fighting  equipment  required  on  caravan  sites. 

(b)  itinerant  Caravans 

There  has  been  a  very  considerable  movement  of  caravans 
throughout  the  Borough  during  the  year,  amounting  for  a  long  period 
to  an  almost  constant  interchange  of  vans  from  one  site  to  another. 
The  sites  favoured  by  the  itinerant  caravanners  were  the  derelict  sites 
from  demolished  property  near  the  town  centre,  although  the  few 
remaining  outlying  country  lanes  were  also  used. 

The  caravanners  showed  the  usual  completed  disregard  for 
hygienic  practices  and  the  generally  accepted  standards  of  social 
behaviour.  Complaints  of  the  presence  of  caravans  were  frequently 
received  within  minutes  of  the  caravans  being  stationed,  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  move  them  within  a  matter  of  hours. 

The  public  health  inspectors  were  responsible  for  organising  the 
removal  of  caravans  and  vehicles  up  to  the  end  of  October,  by  which 
time  approximately  300  cases  of  illegal  caravan  parking  had  been 
dealt  with  by  the  public  health  inspectors  in  conjunction  with  the 
police  and  Public  Works  Department. 

All  of  these  cases  involved  Corporation  land.  The  amount  of 
illegal  parking  increased  as  neighbouring  authorities  made  their  sites 
inaccessible  and  took  drastic  steps  to  remove  trespassing  caravans. 
The  van  dwellers  became  more  abusive  in  their  manner  and  threats 
of  violence  were  common. 

The  Health  Committee  were  seriously  concerned  at  the  inroads 
the  work  of  removal  made  into  the  time  of  their  technical  officers, 
v  ith  the  consequent  neglect  of  other  important  duties  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Committee  resolved  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
responsible  for  the  clearing  of  caravans  from  Corporation  land.  The 
Committee  further  requested  land  controlling  Committees  to  make 
vacant  sites  inaccessible  to  caravans.  The  General  Purposes  Committee 
agreed  to  this  recommendation,  and  the  responsibility  for  the  future 
removal  of  caravans  and  prevention  of  trespass  was  undertaken  by 
the  Public  Works  Committee  from  November. 

Early  action  was  taken  to  make  sites  inaccessible  and  the  illegal 
parking  of  caravans  in  the  Borough  diminished  almost  immediately. 
Further  sites  found  by  the  caravanners  have  been  promptly  made 
inaccessible. 
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PART  4— FOOD 

(a)  Slaughtering  Facilities 

As  indicated  in  the  1962  report,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  agreed  to  a  further  extension  of  time  before  fixing 
the  appointed  day  by  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  must 
comply  with  the  legal  standards  relating  to  hygiene  and  the  prevention 
of  cruelty.  This  further  extension  made  the  appointed  day  the 
,30th  June,  1964,  by  which  time  it  was  hoped  that  ail  aspects  of  the 
Abattoir  in  Shortacre  Street  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Council. 

During  the  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with 
rebuilding  and  redesigning  the  Abattoir,  and  the  Department  has  been 
called  in  for  consultation  with  the  architects,  owners  and  builders  on 
numerous  occasons.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  also  been 
spent  in  supervision  and  advice  on  the  site. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Meat 

Staffing. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  two  public  health  inspectors  for 
full  time  meat  inspection  were  appointed  and  later  an  Authorised 
Officer  for  meat  inspection  duties  was  also  appointed.  During  the 
heavy  kill  period  and  holiday  times,  public  health  inspectors  based  at 
the  Town  Hall  and  Bloxwich  Depot  carried  out  relief  duties  on  rota 
at  the  abattoir.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  two  of  the  full  time 
staff  at  the  abattoir  left  to  take  up  appointments  elsewhere,  and  again 
the  duties  were  taken  up  by  the  other  staff  on  rota.  In  this  way 
staffing  and  the  meat  inspection  standard  was  fully  maintained  through 
the  year. 

The  work  has  been  exceptionally  difficult  in  the  year  under 
review,  because  of  a  variety  of  reasons — new  staff,  a  fluctuating  kill 
with  ‘'peak”  periods,  and  building  operations  hampering  activities  on 
ail  sides;  and,  perhaps  most  of  all,  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963,  which  necessitated  a  more  searching 
and  detailed  examination  and  the  stamping  of  every  carcase  passed 
as  fit  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  some  76,517  carcases  were  inspected,  this  being 
overall  a  lighter  kill  than  the  previous  year,  when  83,835  carcases 
were  inspected.  Condemnations  were  virtually  the  same  on  a 
percentage  basis.  Full  details  of  these  are  given  in  Tables  1  and  2 
on  pages  56  and  57. 

Bruising— Meat  Condemnation. 

There  is  still  a  downward  trend  in  the  annual  weight  of  meat 
condemned  for  this  cause  and  it  mainly  results  from  better  handling. 
Transport  is  the  main  cause  of  beef  bruising  and  this,  of  course, 
occurs  outside  the  Department’s  control.  The  new  lairages  and 
approaches  should  contribute  to  good  handling. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  tuberculosis  was  discovered  in  calves  or  cows  during  the  year, 
whilst  the  percentage  in  other  bovines  has  decreased.  The  abattoir 
in  Walsall  is  used  as  a  slaughtering  centre  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  imported  cattle,  to  prevent  the 
re-introduction  of  bovine  tuberculosis  to  this  country.  Twenty 
notifications  of  this  disease  were  made  to  the  Animal  Health  Division 
at  Stafford  concerning  eight  home  produced  animals  and  fourteen 
of  imported  origin.  This  represents  approximately  a  50  per  cent, 
drop  in  incidence  over  1962. 

Cysticercosis. 

In  cattle  this  year  some  111  carcases  wTere  found  to  be  affected 
with  the  tapewrorm  cyst — Cysticercus  bovis.  In  percentages  this  meant 
an  incidence  of  1.25  per  cent. — a  considerable  increase  on  last  year's 
figures.  All  of  these  cases  were  subjected  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration,  the  affected  offals  being  rejected  as  unfit. 

In  sheep  also  a  sharp  increase  in  incidence  is  apparent,  there 
being  recorded  some  32  cases — double  last  year's  figure — including 
one  whole  carcase  condemned.  In  pigs  no  cases  were  discovered. 

Casualty  and  Emergency  Slaughtered  Animals. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  in  this  category  due  to 
the  decline  of  Swine  Fever  outbreaks  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
the  number  falling  from  1,462  in  1962  to  438  for  1963. 

(c)  Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

Towards  the  end  of  1962  and  again  in  May,  1963,  Walsall  wras 
included  in  a  Swine  Fever  Infected  Area,  which  necessitated  the  issue 
and  receipt  of  over  1,250  licences.  The  remainder  of  the  work  has 
consisted  mostly  of  routine  checking  of  licences  and  visits  to  premises, 
after  the  finish  of  the  Swane  Fever  outbreak. 

(d)  Unwholesome  Food  Condemned 

During  the  year  approximately  5-J  tons  of  tinned  and  other  food¬ 
stuffs  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  which, 
with  the  79  tons  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  surrendered  at  the 
slaughterhouse,  makes  a  total  of  just  over  84  tons. 

(e)  Foods  of  unsatisfactory  quality 

Complaints  w^ere  made  concerning  54  articles  of  food  w’hich  were 
brought  to  the  department  by  members  of  the  public  for  examination 
and  further  action.  These  complaints  can  be  classified  as  follows: _ 

Foreign  bodies  in  bottles  ...  ...  ...  6 

Foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  23 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


55 


Each  case  was  carefully  investigated  and  where  necessary  the 
foodstuff  concerned  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination  and  report. 

The  complaints  were  found  to  be  unwarranted  in  nine  cases  and 
no  further  action  taken.  In  another  two  cases  the  food  had  been 
purchased  outside  the  boundary  of  Walsall  and  the  complaints  were 
passed  to  the  authorities  concerned. 

In  all  other  cases  visits  were  made  to  the  shops  and  other  food 
premises  concerned,  people  were  interviewed  and  all  possible  steps 
were  taken  in  an  endeavour  to  find  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory- 
conditions  and  to  prevent  recurrences. 

It  was  resolved  that  proceedings  be  instituted  in  seven  cases. 
The  prosecution  was  successful  in  each  of  five  cases  concerning  foreign 
bodies  in  foods  and  unsuccessful  in  the  remaining  two  cases  concerning 
glass  in  bottles  of  milk.  Details  of  the  cases  are  set  out  in  Part  9  on 
page  78. 
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TABLE  1 

Animals  inspected  and  found  diseased :  — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

7,955 

861 

3,023 

41,362 

23,316 

Number  inspected  ... 

7,955 

861 

3,023 

41,362 

23,316 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

12 

7 

74 

104 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3,552 

592 

23 

4,847 

9,297 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

44.65% 

70.15% 

0.99% 

11.89% 

40.35% 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

343 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis 

0.37% 

— - 

— 

— • 

1.47% 

CYSTICERCOSIS: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

101 

10 

Nil 

31 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

101 

10 

— • 

— 

— • 

Total  number  of  carcases  examined 


76,517 
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TABLE  2 


Quantities  of  unsound  meat  and  offals :  — 


All  diseases  except  tuberculosis :  — 


T. 

C. 

Q- 

Lbs 

Carcase  meat 

17 

4 

1 

11 

Offals 

54 

5 

2 

14| 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Carcase  meat 

.  ,  . 

14 

0 

10 

Offals  . 

O 

.  .  .  L, 

5 

2 

Bruised :  — 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

19 

1 

1 

Meat  from  outside  sources 

2 

8 

2 

78 

17 

1 

14f 

(f)  Milk 

Sampling 

Each  of  the  purchased  20  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  his  examination  as  to  quality  was  reported  as  being  of  a 
satisfactory  standard.  The  average  composition  of  these  samples  and 


the  presumptive  standard  for  comparison  are 

as  follows :  — 

Solids 

Milk 

not  Fat 

Fat 

Presumptive  standard 
for  genuine  milk 

8.5% 

3% 

4% 

Ordinary  milk) 
(Channel  Islands  milk) 

Average  of  milk 

samples  not  Channel 
Islands  milk 

8.63% 

...  3.70% 

Average  of  Channel 
Islands  milk  samples 

8.92% 

...  4.66% 

A  change  in  designations  has  been  introduced  for  designated  milks 
by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1963.  The  principal 
change  will  be  the  replacing  of  the  now  familiar  ‘Tuberculin  Tested" 
by  the  designation  "Untreated"  after  1st  October  1964.  The  design¬ 
ation  "Pasteurised"  and  "Sterilised"  will  remain  unchanged.  All 
milk  in  the  country  is  now  virtually  tuberculin  tested  milk  with  the 
eradication  of  tuberculosis  as  a  common  disease  of  dairy  herds.  Milk 
is  therefore  now  more  properly  described  in  the  manner  laid  down 
by  the  new  Regulations. 
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In  order  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  licences  under 
the  Special  Designations  Regulations  and  for  biological  examination 
of  farm  milk  for  the  presence  of  the  organisms  of  tuberculosis  or 
brucellosis,  2 73  samples  of  milk  were  taken  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford.  Particulars  and  results  of  the  samples  are  set 
out  in  Table  3  on  page  59. 

Only  three  samples  were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory  and 
these  failed  the  Menthylene  Blue  test  for  keeping  quality.  These 
three  samples  were  all  farm  bottled  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Islands 
milk  from  one  producer  from  outside  Walsall  and  the  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  authority  concerned.  The  milk  is  now  no  longer 
delivered  within  the  borough. 

All  of  the  176  samples  so  examined  satisfied  the  Phosphatase 
Test  for  efficient  pasteurisation.  42  samples  of  sterilised  milk  examined 
by  the  Turbidity  Test  were  satisfactory. 

Biological  examination  for  Tubercle  bacilli  and  Brucella  abortus 
of  35  samples  of  milk  taken  at  local  farms  gave  reports  that  the  milks 
were  free  from  these  organisms. 

Another  local  farm  has  given  up  milk  production,  leaving  now 
only  eight  farms  where  dairy  herds  are  kept. 

It  is  noted  with  satisfaction  that  during  this  year  no  sample  of 
milk  which  has  been  pasteurised  or  sterilised  failed  the  prescribed 
tests  set  out  in  the  regulations. 

Dairies. 

Constant  inspections  are  made  at  all  local  dairies  and  generally 
a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  is  maintained.  This 
standard  is  marred  unfortunately  by  the  occasional  dirty  bottle, 
or  bottle  containing  glass  fragments,  which  escapes  inspection. 

Bacteriological  examination  was  carried  out  on  27  batches  of  6 
bottles  taken  when  leaving  the  bottle  washing  machines  during  normal 
working  conditions  to  determine  efficiency  of  washing  machines.  Two 
batches  of  six  bottles  gave  a  mean  bottle  count  of  more  than  2,03d, 
which  is  unsatisfactory.  One  batch  of  six  bottles  gave  a  mean  bottle 
count  of  between  600  and  2,000,  which  is  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
remaining  24  batches  of  six  bottles  gave  a  mean  bottle  count  below 
600,  which  is  satisfactory.  In  17  of  these  24  batches  the  mean  bottle 
count  was  less  than  100. 


TABLE  3 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960  AND  1963 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  RESULTS  FOR  1963 
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Methylene  Blue  Test  not  applied  by  reason  of  atmospheric  Shade  temperature  during  period  of  storage  exceeding  70°F. 


60 

(g)  Ice  Cream 

ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959. 

It  was  not  found  possible,  because  of  staff  shortages,  to  take  any 
samples  of  ice  ream  during  this  year  for  examination  by  the  Methylene 
Blue  test.  Frequent  visits  were  made  to  premises  making  ice  cream, 
checking  manufacture,  cleansing  and  sterilisation  routine  and  general 
hygiene.  Inspections  were  also  made  of  ice  cream  vans,  including 
those  manufacturing  soft  ice  cream. 

The  Food  Standards  (fee  Cream)  Regulations,  1959. 

Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  chemical  analysis  were 
found  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  well  above  the  standards  laid  down 
by  the  Regulations.  The  average  results  compared  with  the  legal 
standards  are  as  follows:  — 

Milk  Solids  Non-Milk 
other  than  Fat  Fat 

Other  Ice  Cream  ...  9.5%  10.7% 

Standard  ...  ...  7|%  5% 

(h)  Sampling— Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

112  samples  of  drugs  and  various  foods  were  purchased  from 
local  traders  for  examination  and  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst. 
Two  samples  (equal  to  1.78  per  cent,  of  the  total  examined)  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that  they  did  not  comply  with  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order.  Details  of  these  samples  are  as  follows:  — 


Sample 

Nature  of 

Serial  No.  Description 

Contravention 

Action  taken 

29 

Liquid  Cochineal 
colour  synthetic 

No  list  of  ingredients 

Letter  to  manufact¬ 
urer.  Old  stock 

withdrawn  for  re¬ 
labelling. 

55 

Tindas  Halves 
Imported  from  India 

Brine  present  not 

declared 

Warning  letter  to 
shopkeeper  who  was 
importer.  No  more 
imported. 

Detailed  List  of  Samples. 

(Except  where  otherwise  stated,  one  sample  was  taken  of  each 
commodity). 


Almond  Oil  3;  Artificial  Colouring,  various,  5;  Calamine  Lotion  3; 
Camphorated  Oil  4;  Castor  Oil;  Cayenne  Pepper;  Christmas  Pudding  4; 
Cochineal  Extract  2 ;  Cooking  Oil ;  Cut  mixed  Peel  8 ;  Essence  of 
Anchovies;  Garlic  Salt;  Gelatine;  Glace  Cherries  9;  Glycerine  4; 
Glycerin  of  Borax  4;  Ground  Almonds  9;  Ground  Nutmegs;  Ground 
Paprika;  Flonev  2;  Ice  Cream  7;  Kareless  in  Brine;  Liquid  Paraffin; 
Marzipan  6;  Milk  20;  Mint  Sauce;  Mixed  Spice  4;  Oil  of  Eucalyptus; 
Tindas  Halves;  Valor  in  Brine;  Witch  Hazel  3;  Yam  in  Brine, 
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(i)  Food  Hygiene 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  food  hygiene  work  during  the  year. 
513  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises.  If  is  estimated  thaat  there 
are  some  1,800  food  premises  in  the  town.  Many  requests  were  made 
to  remedy  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  and  in  38  cases  letters 
specifying  necessary  works  were  sent.  Following  the  receipt  of 
complaints  of  the  sale  of  unsound  pies,  and  the  issue  by  the  Food 
Manufacturers  Federation  of  a  leaflet  on  the  keeping  of  pies,  special 
visits  were  made  to  find  from  which  shops  and  other  premises  pies 
were  sold.  In  all,  pies  were  sold  from  569  premises  and  at  each  of 
these  places  a  special  leaflet  was  left  which  gave  guidance  on  the  care 
to  be  taken  in  storage,  handling  and  heating  of  pies. 

This  food  hygiene  work  has  been  made  possible  by  relieving  the 
district  inspectors  of  routine  work  which  can  be  carried  out  by  other 
assistants.  In  particular,  the  removal  of  the  need  to  deal  with 
numerous  drainage  notices  following  the  introduction  of  the  free  drain 
clearance  scheme,  has  had  a  marked  effect.  The  further  release  of 
district  inspectors  from  dealing  with  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  later 
in  the  year  at  least  raises  the  possibility,  despite  staff  shortages,  of 
continuing  this  work  of  food  hygiene.  The  importance  of  continuity 
must  be  stressed.  It  is  possible  to  secure  structural  improvements 
to  food  premises  which  are  completely  nullified  by  careless  handling 
and  the  frequent  routine  visits  of  the  district  public  health  inspector, 
with  advice  given  on  the  spot,  is  the  most  effective  method  of  raising 
standards.  It  is  also  the  only  effective  way  of  enforcing  the  legal 
requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

PART  5 — WATER  AND  SEWERAGE 
(a)  Water 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  who  supply 
the  County  Borough  of  Walsall:  — 

'The  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

"The  supply  to  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  is  derived  from 
pumping  stations  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Authority.  These 
pumping  stations  are  examined  regularly,  and  where  treatment  is 
installed,  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  also 
carried  out. 

"During  1963  routine  samples  were  examined  within  the  County 
Borough  from  the  Walsall  Reservoirs,  Daisy  Bank  Crescent,  the 
Company’s  Depot  in  Bridgeman  Street  and  from  the  Pinfold  at 
Bloxwich.  20  samples  from  Daisy  Bank  Crescent,  37  from  the 
Company’s  Depot  and  19  from  Bloxwich  were  all  satisfactory,  as 
were  43  out  of  48  samples  from  the  reservoirs. 
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“The  average  chemical  results  for  1963  of  the  tap  samples  from 
Daisy  Bank  and  Walsall  Depot  were:  — 


Daisy  Bank  Crescent  Walsall  Depot 

Walsall  Hednesford  Lichfield 


pH  . 

7.1 

7.2 

7.4 

Alkalinity  (CaCOg) 

...  99 

98 

121 

Chlorides  (Cl)  ... 

...  26.8 

32.5 

58.6 

Ammonical  Nitrogen  (N) 

.048  ... 

.060 

.018 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.063  ... 

.079 

.041 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

5.3 

3.7 

3.1 

Oxygen  Absorbed 
(3  hr  at  2 7°C) 

.69 

.88 

.45 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

...  93 

92 

116 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

...  140 

149 

86 

Total  Hardness 

...  223 

241 

202 

Iron  (Fe) 

.02 

.11 

.09 

Manganese  (Mn) 

.01 

.02 

.02 

Lead  (Pb)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

.10 

Free  Cl 

.02 

Trace 

Trace 

“The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action,  all  the  tap 
samples  from  Daisy  Bank  Crescent  and  Walsall  Depot  (Hednesford) 
being  free  from  any  measurable  quantity  of  lead. 

“In  cases  of  possible  contamination,  such  as  a  burst  or  damaged 
mains,  emptying  reservoirs  etc.,  emergency  chlorination  is  performed. 
Special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains 
etc.  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 

proved  satisfactory. 

“The  number  of  houses  with  a  piped  water  supply  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall  at  31st  December,  1963  was  38,617  which  includes 
190  supplied  from  an  outside  tap. 

“Based  on  an  average  of  3.34  persons  per  house,  the  estimated 
population  would  be  128,981.“ 


63 


In  addition  to  the  samples  of  water  taken  by  the  private  company 
supplying  Walsall,  samples  were  also  taken  by  public  health  inspectors 
of  this  department.  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  these 
samples :  — 

Source  Bacteriological  Examination 


of  Chemical  Classification  by  Coliform  Count 


Sample  Analysis 

Satis- 

Totals 

S.S.W.W,  Co. 

2 

Excellent  factory  Suspicious  Unsatis. 

9 

11 

Boreholes 

2 

30 

5  4- 

41 

Wolverhampton 

Corporation 

— 

1 

—  —  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  —  — ^ 

— 

Totals 

4 

40 

5  4 

53 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

— - 

In  addition 

to  the  above,  a 

sample  of  water  taken  from 

a  brook 

course  flowing  near  Council  houses  was  examined  for  sewage  pollution 
and  found  to  be  uncontaminated  by  sewage. 

The  five  satisfactory  and  four  suspicious  results  from  borehole 
samples  followed  the  changing  of  the  borehole  pump  for  servicing 
and  its  replacement  after  overhaul.  The  water  from  this  borehole 
is  chlorinated  before  use. 


(b)  Sewerage 

M.  E.  Habershon  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.E.,  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  has  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  in  Walsall:  — 

"I  have  divided  my  remarks  into  two  parts,  considering  first  the 
northern  part  of  the  Borough  served  by  the  Goscote  Joint  Sewage 
Works  and  secondly  the  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Borough 
served  by  the  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works. 

"During  1963  the  Lower  Farm  Housing  Estate  moved  rapidl  ’ 
towards  completion  and  the  majority  of  the  dwellings  have  now 
been  constructed  in  this  area.  In  addition,  the  Council  are  also 
developing  a  small  site  on  the  east  side  of  Fishley  Lane  for  housing 
purposes  and  a  small  private  estate  has  been  built  on  the  west  side 
of  Fishley  Lane,  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  Lower  Farm  Housing 
Estate.  Other  small  private  housing  sites  adjoining  Stoney  Lane 
have  also  been  developed  and  such  development,  together  with  other 
isolated  houses  being  constructed  in  various  parts  of  the  northern 
half  of  the  Borough,  coupled  with  the  annual  increase  in  water 
consumption  per  head,  have  given  a  steadily  increasing  flow  of  foul 
sewage  to  the  Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Works.  The  Works,  together 
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with  its  recently  completed  extensions,  is  now  treating  a  flow  of  about 
2  m.g.  per  day  dry  weather  flow,  the  plant  having  a  design  capacity 
of  1.8  m.g.d.  (D.W.F.)  Although  the  final  effluent  from  these  Works 
is,  in  general,  satisfactory,  a  scheme  for  a  further  extension  of  Goscote 
is,  therefore,  being  prepared  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  capacity 
to  2.8  m.g.d.  (D.W.F.)  and  this  scheme  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Committee  early  this  year.  It  is  hoped  that 
construction  of  these  extensions  will  not  be  too  long  delayed. 

"So  far  as  the  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Borough  served 
by  the  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works  are  concerned,  as  I  have  previously 
pointed  out,  these  Sewage  Works  are  seriously  overloaded  having  to 
treat  a  dry  weather  flow  of  approximately  6.15  m.g.d.  (D.W.F.)  on 
a  Works  designed  to  treat  only  4  m.g.d.  (D.W.F.)  The  scheme  for 
the  extensions,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  report  last  year,  are  designed 
to  treat  a  flow  of  8  m.g.d.  (D.W.F.)  and  has  now  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  I  am,  at  present,  awaiting  their  observations  on 
the  proposed  scheme.  Here  again  it  is  hoped  that  approval  for  these 
extensions  will  not  be  too  long  delayed  although  the  administrative 
process  involved  may  take  some  little  time.  The  final  effluent  from 
Brockhurst  is,  however,  generally  unsatisfactory  and  the  Trent  River 
Board  are  most  anxious  that  remedial  measures  should  be  taken  as 
soon  as  possible. 

"In  addition  to  the  two  schemes  outlined  above  for  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  two  Sewage  Works  serving  the  Borough,  my 
Department  is  now  engaged  in  the  design  of  a  new  sludge  treatment 
process  for  the  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works.  The  proposed  Birmingham 
/Preston  Motorway  passes  through  the  existing  sludge  lagoons  of  the 
Brockhurst  Sewage  Works  and  following  discussions  with  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  use  of  lagoons  for  sludge 
drying  will  have  to  be  completely  abandoned  when  the  Motorway 
is  constructed.  The  Ministry  of  Transport  have  agreed  to  meet  the 
cost  of  constructing  a  sludge  pressing  plant  and  the  design  of  this 
scheme  is  now  in  hand.  It  is  hoped  to  have  the  sludge  pressing  house 
and  ancillary  equipment  in  operation  next  year,  and  this  modern 
method  of  treatment  should  ensure  that  the  problem  of  dealing  with 
the  wet  sludge  from  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works  can  be  dealt  with 
satisfactorily  for  many  years  to  come. 

"You  will,  therefore,  note  that  at  present  my  Department  has  on 
hand  a  considerable  volume  of  work  concerned  with  the  improvement 
of  the  facilities  for  sewage  disposal  within  the  Borough  and  it  is,  of 
course,  hoped  to  put  these  schemes  into  operation  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is,  of  course,  impossible  at  this  stage  to  forecast  whether  the 
appropriate  Ministries’  views  on  the  sewage  works  extensions  will  in 
any  way  be  affected  by  the  proposals  to  create  an  Upper  Tame 
Drainage  Board  to  deal  with  the  sewage  disposal  for  a  large  part  of 
the  West  Midlands  area. 
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“During  tne  coming  Unancial  year,  it  is  also  intended  to 
reconstruct  the  sewer  in  Willenhall  Lane  and  a  loan  has  already 
been  obtained  for  this  work.  It  is  expected  that  during  the  next  few 
years  a  programme  of  reconstructing  existing  sewers  or  abandoning 
old  sewers  and  laying  new  sewers  will  be  carried  on  steadily  throughout 
the  Borough,  particularly  in  areas  which  are  redeveloped  and  where 
the  layout  of  sewers  has  to  be  altered  considerably.  This  type  of 
work  is  being  steadily  proceeeded  with  for  instance  in  Digbeth  as 
redevelopment  occurs.  As  a  general  rule,  all  new  development  is 
required  to  be  drained  on  the  separate  system  in  order  to  minimise 
the  load  on  the  Sewage  Works,  although  in  many  cases  the  surface 
water  and  foul  drainage  systems  of  new  buildings  are  at  present  being 
coupled  together  at  the  last  chamber  and  entering  the  existing  sew7er 
along  one  connection,  but  it  is  hoped  during  the  future  to  construct 
new  surface  water  sewers  wherever  practicable  to  take  advantage  of 
the  new  separate  system  now  being  installed. 

I  think  it  could,  therefore,  be  said  that  the  arrangements  for 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  northern  part  of  Walsall  are 
reasonably  adequate,  although  the  increased  flow  being  dealt  with 
by  the  Goscote  Sewage  Works  is  an  indication  that  the  construction 
of  extensions,  as  I  have  outlined  above,  cannot  be  long  delayed.  In 
the  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Borough,  however,  the  extensions 
designed  for  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works  are  indeed  urgently  needed 
and  the  reconstruction  of  some  of  the  older  sewers  in  the  Borough 
will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  next  few  years/’ 

PART  6— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  NOISE  CONTROL 
i  Examination  of  Plans. 

By  courtesy  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  119  plans 
concerning  industrial  or  commercial  premises  were  inspected  during 
the  year,  with  a  view  to  minimising  the  possibility  of  nuisance  arising 
from  smoke,  dust,  grit,  or  fume  emission  or  from  vibration  or  noise. 

The  question  of  smoke  emission  arose  in  fifty  cases,  grit  emission 
in  two  cases  and  the  possibility  of  fume  emission  in  eight  cases. 

Recommendations  with  regard  to  chimney  heights  were  made  in 
fifteen  cases  and  once  again  the  full  co-operation  of  the  architects 
and  industrialists  concerned  was  obtained. 

I  Dust  and  Fume  Control. 

There  are  25  ironfoundries  in  the  town,  operating  between  them 
some  48  cupolas  of  various  sizes.  By  the  end  of  the  year  50  per  cent, 
of  these  cupolas  were  fitted  with  the  appropriate  type  of  grit  arrester, 
viz:< — fifteen  were  fitted  with  the  “wet”  type  of  arrester,  of  which 
thirteen  were  new  installations,  whilst  nine  were  fitted  with  “dry” 
type  arresters  (two  being  new  installations) . 
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The  control  of  certain  processes  at  the  two  copper  works  in  the 
town  and  two  firms  recovering  copper  from  scrap  cable,  passed  to 
the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Inspectorate  in  April  1963.  The  emissions 
from  such  works  continue  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  department's 
public  health  inspector  and  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate. 


Smoke  Control  Areas. 

During  the  year  progress  was  made  under  Sec.  11(c)  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956  and  Smoke  Control  Orders  Nos.  5,  6,  7  and  8  were 
made  by  the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  The  Walsall  No.  7  Smoke  Control  Order  was 
the  subject  of  a  Public  Inquiry  by  the  Minister,  who  subsequently 
confirmed  the  order. 


Details  of  the  Areas  are  as  follows :  — 


Area 

No.  of 

Date  of 

Situation 

Acres 

Houses 

operation 

1964 

No.  5  Leamore  Redevelopment  site 

8.6 

281  4-  14  1st  July 

commercial 
premises 

No.  6  Darlaston  Road  Alotments  site 

11.0 

80 

1st  July 

No.  7  Beechdale  Estate  Extension 

143.0 

418 

1st  July 

No,  8  Leamore  Industrial  Estate  ... 

32.0 

_ 

1st  May 

The  survey  of  the  Walsall  No.  26  (North  East  Bloxwich)  Area 
was  completed  and  the  Council  made  a  Smoke  Control  Order  on 
13th  November,  1963.  This  is  awaiting  confirmation  by  the  Ministry. 
The  area  comprises  some  876  acres  and  includes  589  dwellings  and 
33  commercial,  industrial  and  other  premises. 

The  survey  of  the  No.  10  Area  (Paddock)  has  been  completed 
and  a  report  drawn  up  which  will  be  submitted  io  committee  in  the 

near  future. 


Publicity. 

Several  public  meetings  were  held  at  various  premises  in  the 
Borough  in  connection  with  proposed  smoke  control  areas,  and 
exhibition  units  of  the  C.U.C.  and  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board 
were  utilised.  The  response  in  attendance  was  extremely  disappointing, 
with  the  exception  of  two  meetings  held  in  the  proposed  North  East 
Bloxwich  Smoke  Control  Area,  where  the  attendance  was  good, 
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Industrial  Premises. 

During  the  year  the  department  received  30  notifications  under 
Sec.  3(3)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  of  intention  to  install  new  fuel 
burning  equipment.  In  no  case  was  prior  approval  requested. 

Legal  proceedings  \\  ere  instituted  against  one  firm  for  contravening 
Section  1(1)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
Period)  Regulations  1956.  The  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined 
£5  with  4  guineas  costs. 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution. 

The  five  volumetric  machines  for  the  evaluation  of  atmospheric 
pollution  were  in  use  through  the  year  and  a  summary  of  results 
is  as  follows :  — 

Smoke. 

Averages — Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


Site 

Whole  year  Winter 

Summer 

Jan — Mar; 
Oct — Dec. 

Apr — Sept. 

No.  3 

Palfrey 

202 

299 

105 

No.  1 

Town  Centre . 

178 

261 

96 

No.  2 

Pleck 

175 

259 

90 

No.  4 

Beechdale 

162 

248 

76 

No.  5 

Brookhouse  . 

99 

154 

43 

These 

figures  follow 

the  usual 

pattern,  showing 

the  greatest 

pollution  in  the  high  density  residential  area.  In  spite  of  the  severity 
of  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  the  figures  are  slightly  lower 
than  for  1962.  The  No.  5  gauge  (Brookhouse)  is  situated  in  a 
Smoke  Control  Area. 

Sulphur  Dioxide. 

Averages — Microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 


Site 

Whole  year 

Winter 

Jan — Mar; 
Oct — Dec. 

Summer 

Apr — Sept. 

No.  1 

Town  Centre.. 

286 

374 

198 

No.  3 

Palfrey 

246 

332 

159 

No.  2 

Pleck 

224 

307 

142 

No.  4 

Beechdale 

213 

290 

134 

No.  5 

Brookhouse  . . 

144 

183 

105 
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The  amount  of  pollution  by  sulphur  dioxide  continues  to  rise 
slightly  year  by  year.  Full  details  are  set  out  in  Tables  5  and  6  and 
on  pages  69  and  70  and  in  graph  form  on  pages  71  and  72. 

Once  again  we  express  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  R.  Edmundson,  A.R.I.C., 
M.Inst.S.P.,  and  his  staff  for  carrying  out  chemical  analyses  in 
connection  with  atmospheric  pollution  and  to  Mr.  J.  C.  W.  Day, 
B.Sc.,  F.R.Met.Soc.,  for  supplying  meteorological  information. 


Noise  Control. 

The  department  continued  to  investigate  complaints  of  nuisance 
from  noise,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  management  was  usually 
forthcoming. 

At  one  large  works,  involving  forgehammers,  consultations  took 
place  between  the  firm  and  specialist  engineers  of  the  Drop  Forgers' 
Association  and  consultants.  A  scheme  was  put  forward  by  the 
firm’s  architect  which  was  submitted  to  the  Building  Research  Station, 
Acoustics  Division,  for  their  comments.  As  a  result,  a  large  screen 
wall  is  to  be  built  along  the  frontage  of  the  forge  shops.  The  results 
will  be  carefully  assessed. 


69 

TABLE  5 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


Monthly  Averages  for  1963  shown  as  Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre. 

Sites : 


1. 

Town  Centre 

...  ... 

Walsall 

2. 

Industrial 

...  ... 

Pleck 

3. 

High  Density  Housing 

Palfrey 

4. 

Modern  Open  Plan  Housing 

Beechdale 

5. 

Smoke  Control  Area 

Brookhouse 

Month 

1 

2 

3  4 

5 

January 

573 

465 

506  442 

277 

February 

470 

383 

422  409 

274 

March 

307 

263 

252  237 

146 

April 

226 

186 

198  172 

117 

May 

264 

171 

214  156 

141 

June 

175 

127 

117  122 

93 

July 

161 

115 

141  152* 

95 

August 

143 

95 

109  77 

76 

September 

220 

158 

178  129 

110 

October 

250 

173 

174  140 

102 

November 

274 

230 

249  198 

110 

December 

370 

326 

389  317 

191 

*  7  days  only. 

Averages  for  Whole  Year:  — 

1963 

286 

224 

246  213 

144 

1962 

264 

192 

223  169 

_ 

Averages  for  Winter  Months  (Jan.  to  Mar.  and  Oct.  to  Dec.) 

374  307  332  290  183 

Averages  for  Summer  Months  (April  to  Sept.) 

198  142  159 


134 


105 
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TABLE  6 

SMOKE 


Monthly  Averages  for  1963  of  concentrations  shown  as 
Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre. 


Sites : 


1. 

Town  Centre 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Walsall 

2 

Industrial 

•  .  .  .  ,  .  . 

Pleck 

3. 

High  Density  Housing 

Palfrey 

4. 

Modern  Open 

Plan  Housing 

Beechdale 

5. 

Smoke  Control  Area 

Brookhouse 

Month 

1 

2 

3  4 

5 

January 

370 

338 

414  335 

241 

February 

314 

297 

363  311 

187 

March 

229 

202 

254  188 

103 

April 

139 

133 

185  114 

54 

May 

84 

84 

112  55 

35 

June 

54 

58 

55  49 

25 

July 

87 

63 

71  62* 

37 

August 

70 

64 

64  53 

32 

September 

138 

138 

141  121 

67 

October 

148 

166 

179  123 

78 

November 

206 

222 

235  189 

110 

December 

300 

331 

352  340 

205 

* 

7  days  only. 

Averages  for  Y ear :  — 

1963 

178 

175 

202  162 

99 

1962 

196 

176 

219  151 

Averages  for  Winter  Months  (Jan.  to  Mar.  and  Oct.  to  Dec.) 

261  259  299  248  154 


Averages  for  Summer  Months  (April  to  Sept.) 

96  90  105 


76 


43 
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VOLUMETRIC  METHOD  —  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

Concentrations  Expressed  as  Microgrammes  Per  Cubic  Metre. 
1962  1963 
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part  7 — DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION 

The  work  and  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  headings  cover 
jj  quite  a  large  variety  of  problems  and  complaints  and  this  work  of 
i  disinfection  and  disinfestation  is  carried  out  for  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  from  the  Disinfestation  Depot,  Bloxwich. 

The  disinfestation  staff  consists  of  a  Foreman,  Assistant  Foreman 
rand  four  disinfestation  assistants.  Of  the  six  personnel,  four  are 
trained  in  the  use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  and  all  are  trained  in  rodent 
control  and  disinfestation,  using  modern  rodenticides  and  insecticides. 
The  operators  using  Hydrogen  Cyanide  have  been  provided  with 
r  improved  respirators.  Resuscitation  equipment  and  procedure  is 
ichecked  at  frequent  intervals. 

Over  1,370  inspections  were  made  of  houses  occupied  by 
prospective  Council  tenants  and,  in  addition  to  the  inspection  for  bed 
a  bugs,  particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  detection  of  woodworm. 
:J These  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  Disinfestation  Foreman. 

The  fumigation  of  furniture  from  condemned  property  with 
;  Hydrogen  Cyanide  is  continued  and  similar  fumigation  is  carried 
I  out  of  the  furniture  of  prospective  Council  house  tenants  when  evidence 
is  found  of  infestation  to  warrant  this  acton.  378  removals  were 
l  carried  out  during  the  year  of  which  305  were  the  subject  of  Hydrogen 
J  Cyanide  fumigation. 

318  premises  were  treated  for  insect  pests,  218  of  these  premises 
:  being  Council  houses.  The  clothing  and  bedding  of  21  vagrants 
[  were  disinfested. 

A  gas  proofed  metal  trailer  was  placed  on  order  during  the  year 
to  serve  both  for  the  collection  of  bedding  and  as  a  mobile  fumigation 
{trailer. 

Rodent  Control. 

A  sewer  treatment  over  the  whole  of  the  Borough  was  completed 
in  February  1963.  No  further  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the 
i  year  owing  to  staffing  and  transport  difficulties.  The  poison  used. — 

■  Sodium  fluoroacetamide — is  highly  effective,  but  extreme  care  and 
:  discipline  is  required  in  its  usage.  A  suitably  equipped  vehicle  is 
-essential,  having  both  adequate  space  and  washing  facilities. 

Further  sewer  treatments  will  commence  in  1964  when  it  is 
envisaged  that  one  of  the  vehicles  will  be  converted  wholly  for  sewer 
treatment  purposes  and  drainage  work. 

Owing  to  traffic  congestion  in  the  town  centre,  arrangements  have 
to  be  made  to  carry  out  town  treatment  on  Sundays. 

Complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation  affecting  600  premises 
!  were  received  during  the  year  and  some  2,500  visits  were  made  by 
the  department’s  Rodent  Operators  to  these  premises. 
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Drainage  Clearance  Scheme. 

The  employment  of  a  sewerman  for  carrying  out  the  removal  of 
drain  obstructions  commenced  in  April,  1963. 

Where  it  is  possible  to  remove  obstructions  by  simple  rodding 
which  does  not  necessitate  breaking  down  and  opening  of  ground, 
the  obstruction  is  removed  free  of  charge.  When  it  is  found  that 
further  work  is  necessary,  the  matter  is  taken  up  with  the  owners 
concerned  and  any  necessary  notices  are  served. 

This  method  appears  to  be  working  satisfactorily  and  cuts  down 
the  time  lag  between  the  receipt  of  the  complaint  and  the  removal 
of  the  obstruction. 

The  first  workman  employed  on  this  work  resigned  in  June  and 
another  appointment  was  made  in  July,  1963. 

The  drainage  assistant  also  assists  from  time  to  time  with  the 
work  carried  on  from  Bloxwich  Depot  such  as  housing  removals, 
disinfestation  and  disinfection. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  drainage  complaints  received 
and  dealt  with  was  245. 

PART  8— GENERAL 

Factories. 

There  are  819  factories  in  the  departmental  register  compared 
with  834  last  year.  Particulars  of  inspections  are  set  out  in  Tables 
7  and  8  on  pages  76  and  77. 

Public  and  Schools  Swimming  Baths. 

From  all  swimming  baths  a  total  of  77  samples  of  water  were 

taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  All  of  these 
samples  were  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory,  showing  that  the 
filtration  and  chlorination  plants  were  dealing  efficiently  with  the 
contamination  of  the  water  by  the  bathers. 

Details  of  the  samples  are  shown  below :  — 


Source  of  Sample 

Classification  by 
Bacteriological 

Coliform  Count 
Examination — 

Excel¬ 

lent 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Suspi¬ 

cious 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Totals 

Indoor  Swimming  Baths 

47 

— 

— 

— 

47 

Open  Air  Swimming  Pool 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Schools  Swimming  Baths 

25 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Totals 

77 

— 

— 

— ? 

77 

Frequent  tests  were  made  for  satisfactory  chlorination  of  the 
water  in  the  paddling  pools  of  the  Children's  Lido  in  the  Arboretum 
Extension. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

Three  samples  of  fertilisers  were  bought  informally  and  submitted 
to  the  Agricultural  Analyst,  who  reported  that  each  sample  was 
satisfactory. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials. 

Two  samples  of  filling  materials  examined  under  this  Act  were 
i  found  to  be  satisfactory  quality. 


Supply  of  Dustbins. 

The  total  of  bins  supplied  under  the  Council’s  hire  scheme  is 
:  now  2,974.  During  the  year  271  new  bins  or  replacements  were 
J  supplied  at  the  request  of  owners  or  following  the  service  of  notices 
i  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  21  owners  did,  in  fact,  provide 

i  bins  themselves  when  served  with  a  notice. 

a  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Applications  were  received  from  ten  persons  for  a  licence  to 
.  operate  a  business  for  selling  pets;  all  were  approved. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1954  and  local  byelaws  provide 
for  the  registration  of  all  Hairdrssers  and  Barbers  and  their  premises 
and  on  receipt  of  applications  all  premises  are  inspected.  143  premises 
:  are  registered. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 
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OUTWORKERS 

No  notifications  of  the  employment  of  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year. 


PART  9— LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  legal  proceedings  taken 
during  the  year :  — 


Date  of 
proceed¬ 
ings 

1.2.63 


23.1.63 


22.2.63 


22.3.63 


26.4.63 


29.5.63 


14.8.63 


13.11.63 


11.12.63 


Act  under  which 
proceedings 
taken 

Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations  1958 


Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations  1958 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 


Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations 
1960 

* 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 


Nature  of 
contravention 

Unlawfully  did 
permit  dark  smoke 
to  be  emitted  from 
a  chimney  for  18 
minutes. 

Unlawfully  did 
permit  dark  smoke 
to  be  emitted  from 
a  chimney  for  14 
minutes. 


Unlawfully  did 
sell  food  which 
was  not  of  the 
substance 
demanded . 

Exposed  food 
(meat)  to  the  risk 
of  contamination. 

Unlawfully  did 
sell  a  pork  pie 
which  was  not  of 
the  substance 
demanded. 

Unlawfully  did 
sell  a  cake  which 
was  not  of  the 
was  not  of  the  sub¬ 
stance  demanded . 

Did  sell  to  the 
purchaser  a  bottle 
of  milk  containing 
milk  and  also  frag¬ 
ments  of  glass. 

Did  sell  to  purch¬ 
aser  a  loaf  of  bread 
containing  pieces 
of  wood. 


Result  of  Action 
Fined  £5. 

Advocates  fee  £4  4s.  Od. 


Fined  £3. 


Dismissed.  Application 
for  costs  against  the 
Council  refused. 


Fined  £5. 

Advocates  fee  £3  3s.  Od. 


Fined  £20. 

Advocates  fee  £4  4s.  Od. 


Fined  £10. 

Advocates  fee  £5  5s.  Od. 
Special  Costs  £3  5s.  Od. 


Two  defendants  fined 
£15  each. 

Advocates  fee  £3  3s.  Od. 


Dismissed. 

A  “sale"  not  proved 
under  Section  2. 


Case  against  shop¬ 
keeper  dismissed. 
Bakery  Fined  £15. 
Advocates  fee  £5  5s.  Od. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  Unlawfully  did 
1955  sell  a  certain  food 

namely  bacon 
which  was  not  of 
the  substance 
demanded. 
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■ 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

I  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1963 


/i  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  1963.  Though  the  number  of  doctors  in  the 
:  Service  during  the  year  remained  unchanged,  Dr.  McNeilly  was  on 
i  maternity  leave  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  period.  We  extend 
i  congratulations  to  her  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter. 

In  a  previous  report  I  referred  to  the  concept  of  a  modified  school 
I  medical  examination  system  and  commented  on  a  Pilot  Scheme  carried 
|  out  in  the  Beechdale  area.  As  things  are,  all  school  children  in  the 
town  have  at  least  three  medical  examinations  during  school  life.  In 
the  modified  system  not  all  children  would  be  examined  routinely  on 
)'  the  intermediate  occasion.  Instead  the  doctor  concerned  would  make 
a  selection  of  those  who  should  be  seen,  basing  such  an  opinion  on 
r  perusal  of  past  history  and  reports,  school  comments  and  the 
information  obtained  from  a  questionnaire  completed  by  parents.  The 
;  advantages  to  be  derived  are  considerable  and  the  disadvantages 
[  negligible.  I  hope  to  effect  this  change  in  the  academic  year 
i  commencing  September,  1964. 

Most  parents  are  familiar  with  the  frequent  illnesses  to  which 
(heir  infant  school  children  are  subject.  This,  of  course,  is  due  to 
the  five  and  six  year  old  child  encountering  certain  germs  for  the 
first  time  having  left  the  sheltered  environment  of  home.  In  passing 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  explains  the  apparent  paradox  that 
it  is  often  the  children  with  high  standards  of  home  care  who  have 
fhe  highest  incidence  of  absence  due  to  infectious  illnesses  during  the 
initial  two  years  of  school.  Fortunately  such  illnesses  are  not  of 
major  importance,  are  readily  recognised  and  treated  with  comparative 
ease.  More  insidious  are  the  problems  these  little  children  meet  in 
adjusting  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  making  satisfactory  relation¬ 
ships  with  strange  adults  and,  to  them,  an  overwhelmingly  large 
number  of  other  children.  Prior  to  school  entry,  contacts  with  other 
children  have  been  on  the  basis  of  friendship  for  (or  dislike  of!)  one 
other  child  or  a  small  group,  and  retreat  to  the  security  of  home  has 
been  available  when  required.  At  school  such  a  flexible  and  convenient 
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arrangement  does  not  exist.  Long  hours  have  to  be  spent  away  from 
mother,  especially  if  lunch  is  taken  in  the  school,  unknown  contemp¬ 
oraries  and  adults  have  to  be  assessed  and  relationships  established  with 
them  and  the  admittedly  light  harness  of  the  educational  regime  can 
prove  irksome  to  the  five  year  old.  Most  children  accomplish  the 
transition  without  any  serious  difficulty,  but  sensible  parents  ensure 
that  an  extra  ration  of  sleep  and  a  boosting  of  their  offspring's  sense 
of  security  are  provided  during  this  somewhat  arduous  period. 

There  are,  however,  three  main  groups  in  which  the  children 
are  vulnerable  and  merit  special  observation.  They  are  exemplified 
as  follows.  Firstly,  the  hitherto  only  child  into  whose  home  a  brother 
or  sister  is  born  at  about  the  time  of  school  entry.  Then  the  child 
who  has  had  one  or  more  separation  experiences  of  significant  duration 
in  the  pre-school  phase.  Thirdly  there  is  the  child  who  for  any  reason 
at  all  enters  school  already  psychologically  disturbed.  The 
responsibilty  carried  by  the  infant  school  teacher  is  large  as  she  is 
educationist,  welfare  officer,  observer  and  mother  substitute  in  turn 
or  even  simultaneously.  I  know  that  she  is  aware  that  the  resources 
of  the  School  Health  Service  are  available  constantly  in  her  concern 
to  promote  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  children  in  her  care. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  re-orientation  of  thought  in  recent 
years  in  the  care  of  the  asthmatic  child.  This  has  been  due  to  an 
increasing  recognition  of  the  importance  of  emotional  factors  in  the 
onset  and  persistence  of  symptoms.  Whereas  formerly  most  of  the 
therapeutic  stress  was  laid  on  dealing  with  the  child's  sensitivity  to 
proteins  originating  outside  the  body,  the  prohibition  of  pets,  certain 
toys  and  foods  is  now  relegated  to  a  low  priority  and  some  clinicians 
avoid  such  mandates  altogether.  The  close  intermingling  of  emotional 
and  sensitisation  factors  in  asthma  is  shown  in  the  case  of  a  boy 
sensitive  or  allergic  to  horse  dandruff  who  on  more  than  one  occasion 
had  an  asthmatic  attack  watching  a  "Western"  on  television. 

Often  there  are  over-intense  family  relationships  in  the  home  of 
the  asthmatic  child;  for  example  a  mother  who  depends  to  an  excessive 
degree  on  her  child’s  affection,  or  parents  with  rigid  standards  who 
are  very  ambitious  regarding  the  scholastic  career  of  their  son  or 
daughter.  Much  can  be  done  for  the  child  by  working  through  the 
parents,  but  in  some  cases  a  residential  school  environment  is  necessary 
to  effect  an  improvement,  which  is  often  dramatic.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  the  amelioration  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  fresh  air  and 
rural  environment  available  at  the  school. 

"When  I  was  at  school  it  was  called  truanting  not  school  phobia." 
As  a  doctor  closely  connected  with  the  School  Health  Service  one 
hears  such  a  comment  from  time  to  time,  and,  superficially  it  sounds 
like  a  justifiable  complaint  on  jargon  proliferation.  Yet  the  truant 
is  a  different  problem  from  the  school  phobia  case.  He  is  absent 
from  school,  spends  the  free  time  thus  obtained  in  mischief,  wandering 
or  at  the  cinema,  and  his  parents  are  unaware  of  the  truancy.  The 
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school  phobic  is  absent  with  the  knowledge  of  one  or  both  parents 
:  and  passes  the  period  of  absence  at  home.  Indeed  it  is  inaccurate 
-  to  talk  of  school  phobia  as  the  fear  is  not  of  going  to  school  but 
t  of  leaving  home.  For  this  reason,  the  term  Persistent  School  Refusal 
or  Acute  Separation  Anxiety  is  preferable.  Whatever  the  name 

j  applied  to  the  condition,  it  is  not  an  entity  in  itself  but  part  of  an 
emotional  illness  of  varying  severity,  and  must  be  so  regarded  and 
managed.  A  legalistic  approach  is  useless;  so  also  is  to  insist  on  a 
return  to  school  without  investigating  the  child's  problems.  The 
proper  management  is  a  firm  attitude  regarding  return  to  school 
combined  with  medical  supervision  and  treatment,  the  special  skills 
:  of  a  psychiatrist  often  being  necessary. 

Much  has  been  written  and  spoken  about  the  relationship  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  various  serious  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system,  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  and  the  digestive  system.  A 
direct  causal  relationship  has  been  established  between  the  cigarette 
and  lung  cancer.  Indeed  so  much  has  been  written  and  spoken 
already  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  reiterate  the  fine  detail  of  the 
powerful  indictment  of  the  cigarette,  not  merely  as  a  danger  but  as 
a  proven  killer.  It  is  an  established  fact  however  that  smokers  find 
it  extremely  difficult  to  abandon  the  tobacco  habit  and  that  the  most 
fruitful  field  for  health  education  with  regard  to  smoking  is  in 
persuading  young  people  of  the  folly  of  taking  up  the  habit.  In  the 
autumn  we  mounted  a  campaign  in  the  Grammar,  Comprehensive 
and  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  and  the  support  and  co-operation 
of  the  Director  of  Education  and  head  teachers  were  most  helpful. 
Each  school  taking  part  was  visited  by  a  doctor,  and  a  typical 
programme  consisted  of  a  lecture  followed  by  the  showing  of  a  sound 
and  colour  film,  the  session  concluding  with  a  question  time  in  which 
the  doctor  answered  queries  raised  by  individual  boys  and  girls  in 
the  audience.  The  same  doctor  carried  out  the  entire  campaign  so 
that  consistency  and  uniformity  of  presentation  were  achieved.  The 
calibre  of  the  questions  put  was  indicative  of  the  serious  manner  in 
which  young  people  are  approaching  the  problem.  Some  of  the 
points  raised  gave  disquieting  evidence  of  the  degree  of  mental 
conditioning  brought  about  by  modem  advertising  techniques,  and  it 
is  reasonable  to  doubt  the  value  of  "shoestring"  health  education 
against  multi-million  cigarette  advertising.  Public  Health  and 
preventive  medicine  would  be  fleeing  the  fight,  however,  if  nothing 
were  done,  and  a  clearly  presented  and  logical  series  of  arguments 
must  be  of  benefit  if  minds  of  viewers  and  listeners  are  receptive. 

Parental  responsibility  is  an  important  factor  in  the  anti-smoking 
campaign.  By  word  and  example  their  lead  is  a  great  influence. 
Wayland  Young  writing  in  the  Guardian  recently  gave  very  sound 
advice  to  parents  when  he  advised  them  to  say  to  their  children  from 
time  to  time  as  the  nauseatingly  mellifluous  tones  of  the  television 
cigarette  advertisements  flow  over  the  family,  These  people  are 
liars;  they  want  your  money  and  they  don  t  mind  if  you  die. 
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Periodic  Medical  Examinations — 5,929  children  had  routine  school 
medical  examinations  during  1963  and  of  these,  5,928  were  classified 
as  "satisfactory".  To  express  this  as  a  percentage  is  not  necessary. 
I  cannot  accept  that  to  say  that  only  one  child  in  such  a  number, 
whose  physical  condition  is  not  good,  is  a  true  reflection  of  the  general 
health  of  the  school  population.  This  underlines  and  emphasises  my 
repeated  assertion  that  there  should  be  a  return  to  greater  latitude  in 
the  classification  of  children  seen  at  school  medical  examination. 

The  following  list  of  the  percentage  of  children  in  the  various  age 
groups  who  were  accompanied  by  a  parent  at  medical  examination 
is  interesting.  The  high  incidence  of  parent  attendance  for  infant 
school  children  contrasts  sharply  with  just  over  a  third  at  the  leavers’ 
examination.  Yet  the  leavers'  medical  is  an  important  one;  far  from 
the  parent’s  presence  being  unnecessary,  as  so  many  15-year-olds 
seem  to  think,  a  parent  there  amplifying  the  child’s  statements  or 
even  revealing  important  history,  which  the  child  has  suppressed 
can  be  of  great  help  to  the  examining  doctor.  Parents  should  insist 
on  their  right  to  accompany  their  youngsters  at  whatever  stage  of 
childhood  the  examination  takes  place. 


Year  of  Birth 

Percentage 

No.  examined 

1959  and  later 

80-61% 

227 

1958 

93-05% 

1,496 

1954 

82-61% 

650 

1953 

80-27% 

299 

1952 

78-12% 

1,129 

1951 

78-02% 

505 

1949  *  ,, 

32-71% 

1,070 

1948 

33-47% 

553 

Of  the  5,929  children  examined,  449  were  found  to  require 
treatment.  This  is  arranged  either  at  the  school  clinics  or  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners  concerned. 

The  policy  of  reduced  numbers  at  infant  school  sessions  which 
has  been  in  operation  for  several  years  is  a  distinct  improvement. 
Mothers  feel  more  relaxed  as  more  time  is  available  for  the  individual 
child  and  an  adequate  pre-school  history  can  be  taken  in  addition 
to  the  actual  physical  examination. 

School  Cinics — 1,753  individual  children  attended  the  medical 
sessions,  which  is  an  increase  of  124  in  comparison  with  last  year. 
It  is  still  an  unsatisfactory  figure.  It  will  be  lemembered  that  I 
pointed  in  my  last  report  to  four  factors  in  the  promotion  of  thriving 
school  clinics.  They  are  as  valid  now  as  they  were  a  year  ago. 
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There  are  six  school  clinics  in  the  town,  Bradford  Street,  Field 
Road,  Littleton  Street,  Beechdale,  Coalpool  and  Mossley.  Below 
is  set  out  the  sessional  complement  of  the  clinics. 


Bradford  Street,- Clinic,  Walsall. 


Medical 

2 

sessions  weekly 

Dressings 

5 

sessions  weekly 

Ophthalmic  ... 

2 

sessions  weekly 

Dental 

9 

sessions  weekly 

Littleton  Street  Clinic,  Walsall. 
Speech  Therapy  ...  ...  2 

sessions  weekly 

Dental  . 

7 

sessions  weekly 

Coalpool  Clinic,  Walsall. 

Medical 

J  session  weekly 

Dressings  ...  . 

2  x  | 

sessions  weekly 

Dental  . 

6 

sessions  weekly 

Field  Road  Clinic,  Bloxwich. 

Medical  ...  . 

2 

sessions  weekly 

Dressings 

3 

sessions  weekly 

Speech  Therapy 

1 

session  weekly 

Beechdale  Clinic,  Walsall. 

Medical 

1 

session  weekly 

Dressings  . 

H 

sessions  weekly 

Speech  Therapy 

1 

session  weekly 

Child  Guidance 

1—2 

sessions  weekly 

Dental 

4 

sessions  weekly 

Mossley  Clinic,  Bloxwich. 

Medical  . 

£  session  weekly 

Dressings  . 

2  x  i 

sessions  weekly 

Nursing  sessions  at  school  clinics  were  attended  by  1,545  children 
who  made  6,816  attendances.  These  sessions  are  complementary  to 
medical  ones  in  that  medical  recommendations  regarding  therapy  are 
carried  out  and  various  conditions  not  requiring  a  medical  opinion 
are  dealt  with  by  nurses  in  the  first  instance. 

The  examination  of  the  hearing  of  all  eight-year  old  children, 
and,  children  in  other  age  groups  whenever  teachers  expressed  any 
doubt  regarding  the  hearing,  was  continued  by  pure-tone  sweep 
audiometry  during  the  year. 
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1,650  children  were  examined  in  the  schools,  and  94,  failing  the 
sweep  test,  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  for  further  testing  by  the 
School  Doctors,  though  13,  even  after  home  visits,  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  attend.  Of  the  remaining  81,  19  were  found  on  further 
testing  to  have  no  defect,  38  had  a  very  slight  hearing  loss  and  will 
be  retested  at  a  later  date,  6  were  referred  to  general  practitioners  and 
18  were  found  to  have  such  a  degree  of  deafness  as  to  merit  their 
being  sent  to  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  for  specialist  opinion. 


2— HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Special  educational  treatment  is  an  essential  part  of  the  educational 
system  of  this  country.  It  has  a  two-fold  object,  the  fulfilment  of 
the  community’s  moral  obligation  and  the  response  to  the  dictates 
of  national  economics.  The  first  object  is  self-explanatory,  but  the 
second  deserves  some  examination.  Whether  a  child  is  physically 
handicapped,  mentally  subnormal  or  has  a  dual  handicap,  he  can 
with  appropriate  handling  and  care  be  trained  and  educated  to  become 
an  adult  who  will  make  the  best  possible  use  of  his  aptitudes  and, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  be  able  to  support  himself.  Society,  then, 
benefits  in  two  ways.  The  handicapped  person  contributes  to  the 
gross  national  product  and  makes  a  minimum  demand  on  the  welfare 
services.  It  is  fitting  that  the  nation  should  devote  a  larger  proportion 
of  its  wealth  than  in  former  years  to  the  provision  of  university  and 
technical  college  places  if  we  are  to  compete  efficiently  in  the  modern 
world,  but  it  is  equally  sound  economic  commonsense  to  allocate 
funds  for  the  education  of  the  handicapped.  A  movement  which 
commenced  in  philanthropy  has  developed  into  one  in  which  enlight¬ 
ened  self-interest  has  an  important  role. 

During  1963  recommendations  of  the  medical  staff  resulted  in 
the  arrangement  of  home  teaching  in  3  cases,  1  child  being  admitted 
to  Day  School  for  the  Partially-Sighted,  1  to  Residential  School  for 
the  Deaf,  1  to  Residential  School  for  the  Physically  Handicapped,  5 
to  Residential  School  for  Delicate  Children,  22  to  Day  Special  School 
for  Delicate  and  Physically  Handicapped  Children,  6  to  Residential 
School  for  Maladjusted  Children,  6  to  Residential  Schools  for  E.S.N. 
Pupils  and  28  to  Day  Special  School  for  E.S.N.  Pupils. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  6  children  were  awaiting  places  in 
residential  and  30  in  day  special  schools  for  E.S.N.  children,  compared 
with  a  total  of  49  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  It  is  very 
encouraging  to  see  the  number  of  E.S.N.  children  awaiting  placement 
reduced  year  by  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Castle  Day  Special 
School  and  it  is  now  possible  to  arrange  speedy  admission  in  urgent 
cases.  Of  the  36  children  at  present  waiting,  places  have  been  offered 
in  12  cases  but,  unfortunately,  they  have  been  refused  by  the  parents. 
However,  most  of  the  children  concerned  are  ‘border-line’  cases  and 
only  persuasion  has  been  used. 


(a)  School  Placement. 

Ihe  following  table  shows  the  number  of  handicapped  children 
who  were  in  attendance  at  special  schools  (day  and  residential) 
in  j  anuary ,  1964 :  — 


Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 


Boys 

Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind, 

Birmingham  — 
Exhall  Grange,  Warwickshire  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind, 

Shrewsbury .  1 

Condover  Hall,  Shrewsbury  ...  ...  1 

Priestley  Smith  Day  School, 

Birmingham  1 


Deaf  and  Partially  Hearing. 

Mary  Hare  Grammar  School  ... 

Royal  School  for  the  Deaf,  Birmingham  6 
The  Mount  Deaf  School,  Stoke-on-Trent  1 
Rangemore  Hall,  Needwood  ...  ...  1 

Longwill  Day  School,  Birmingham  ...  1 

Braidwood  Day  School,  Birmingham  ...  4 


Physically  Handicapped  and  Delicate. 


Penhurst,  Chipping  Norton  ...  ...  1 

Baskerville,  Birmingham  ...  ...  — 

Hinwick  Hall,  Wellingborough  ...  1 

Ian  Tetley,  Harrogate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ingfield  Manor,  Sussex  ...  ...  ...  — 

Carlson  House  Day  School,  Birmingham  1 
Stuart  Wilson  Day  School,  Birmingham 
Kingswood,  Albright  on  ...  ...  ...  3 

Reedswood  Park  Day  School  ...  ...  32 

Maladjusted. 

Shotton  Hall,  Shrewsbury  ...  ...  1 

Ashley  Hall,  Staffordshire  ...  ...  1 

Adams  Grammar  School  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shenstone  Lodge,  West  Bromwich  ...  4 

St.  Hilliards,  Mickle  ton  Manor  ...  ...  1 

Swalcliffe  Park,  Banbury  ...  ...  1 

Pitt  House,  Torquay  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bodenham  Manor,  Hereford  ...  ...  1 

Unlawater  House,  Newham-on-Severn  ... 


Educationally  Subnormal. 

Beacon  School,  Lichfield  ...  ...  40 

St.  Francis  School,  Monyhull  . 

Townhill  Park,  Southampton  . 

Wavendon  House,  Nr.  Bletchley 

The  Castle  Day  School  ...  .  — 


Girls 

1 


3 


1 

9 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

31 


1 


7 

2 

2 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 


1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

4 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

63 


1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


40 

7 

2 

2 

161 
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(b)  Speech  Therapy 

Our  two  Speech  Therapists,  Mrs.  A.  Cooper  and  Mrs.  B.  Cooper 
have  worked  throughout  the  year  on  a  part-time  basis,  Mrs.  A.  Cooper 
in  schools  and  Mrs.  B.  Cooper  in  clinics. 

The  extension  of  work  in  schools  which  are  situated  at  some 
distance  from  clinics  has  proved  very  successful  and  has  resulted 
in  a  larger  number  of  children  receiving  treatment  and  a  much  higher 
number  of  attendances.  It  has  also  enabled  much  needed  treatment 
to  be  given  to  several  children  whose  parents  had  not  been  sufficiently 
interested  to  attend  when  clinic  appointments  were  given. 

Without  exception,  headteachers  and  teachers  have  given 
enthusiastic  co-operation,  not  only  providing  suitable  accommodation 
for  the  Speech  Therapist  but  working  with  her  in  every  possible  way 
and  supervising  daily  exercises  for  the  children.  Without  this 
invaluable  help  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  conduct  speech  therapy 
satisfactorily  in  schools. 

During  the  year  297  children  received  treatment  compared  with 
265  during  the  previous  year  and  the  number  of  attendances  was 
4,256  compared  with  3,026  during  the  previous  year.  193  children 
commenced  treatment  during  the  year,  141  were  discharged. 

Of  the  children  treated  during  1963,  24  had  a  stammer,  254  had 
dyslalia,  3  had  cleft  palate  and  16  had  miscellaneous  defects. 

The  waiting  list  for  speech  therapy  at  the  clinics  remains 
extremely  long  and  unfortunately  it  is  very  difficult  to  arrange 
treatment  quickly.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  during  1964 
to  improve  the  position  by  increasing  the  speech  therapy  staff. 


(c)  Child  Guidance. 

Our  arrangement  with  West  Bromwich  Local  Education  Authority 
has  continued  and  their  Educational  Psychologist  and  Psychiatric 
Social  Worker  have  conducted  a  weekly  session  at  the  Beechdale 
Clinic  in  Walsall  and  the  Saturday  morning  sessions  have  also 
continued. 

Children  requiring  to  see  the  Psychiatrist,  or  needing  regular 
play  therapy,  have  continued  to  attend  the  West  Bromwich  Child 
Guidance  Centre. 

The  Educational  Psychologist  has  been  most  helpful  in  seeing 
urgent  cases  without  delay  and  the  Saturday  morning  sessions  have 
been  of  great  assistance,  particularly  to  working  parents.  Nevertheless, 
the  waiting  time  before  appointments  can  be  given  in  the  less  urgent 
cases  is  unsatisfactorily  long  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  extend  this  service  also  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

70  children  received  treatment  during  the  year. 
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3.— PUPILS  EXAMINED 


Heights  and  Weights 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  all 
pupils  medically  examined  during  1963. 


Number 

Height,  ins. 

Weight,  lbs. 

Boys  Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

New  Entrants  (5  +  ) 

775 

721 

44.6" 

/43.5" 

44.0 

42.7 

Children  born  in  1954 

310 

340 

52.0" 

51.0" 

64.9 

61.1 

Children  bom  in  1953 

136 

163 

52,5" 

52.1" 

63.9 

66.0 

Children  born  in  1952 

576 

553 

55.1" 

55.5" 

75.8 

79.0 

Children  born  in  1951 

253 

252 

56.3" 

56.2" 

79.3 

82.1 

Children  born  in  1949 

545 

525 

63.0" 

62.2" 

111.5 

113.8 

Children  born  in  1948 

258 

295 

64.3" 

61.6" 

119.1 

114.5 

4.— THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES 

Vision  testing  has  been  carried  out  in  all  infant  schools  during 
the  year,  concentrating  mainly  on  the  six-year  old  children  but 
including  any  children  about  whose  visual  acuity  teachers  were  in 
doubt.  In  all,  1,515  children  were  tested  and,  of  this  number,  133 
were  recommended  for  attendance  at  the  School  Eye  Clinic. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  school  year  in  September  1963, 
vision  testing  was  commenced  for  the  five-year  old  entrants  and 
carried  out  at  the  time  of  the  medical  inspection. 

The  School  Nurses  have  continued  to  carry  out  all  forms  of 
ij  treatment  at  the  clinics,  hygiene  and  vision  surveys,  audiometric 
|  sweep  testing,  Heal  testing  of  new  entrants  and  in  connection  with  the 
[  B.C.G.  scheme,  assisted  the  doctors  at  medical  inspections,  and  follow 
up.  whenever  necessary,  by  home  visiting. 

During  the  year  the  nurses  made  1,188  domiciliary  visits. 

5.— UNCLE  A  N  LI  N  ESS 

The  a  sistant  nurses  have  been  able  to  devote  slightly  less  time  to 
the  work  of  cleanliness  inspections  i  i  schools  since  they  were  several 
times  diverted  to  give  assistance  in  other  fields  when  temporary  staff 
shortages  occurred.  Nevertheless,  some  57,880  inspections  were 
carried  out. 

D.D.T.  Head  Lotion  and  special  shampoo  have  again  been 
widely  distributed,  without  charge,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
the  slight  deterioration  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  recorded  last 
year  has  not  been  repeated. 
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1,698  individual  children  were  found  to  be  unclean  during  the 
year.  Of  this  number,  772  were  found  to  have  nits  on  one  occasion 
only  and  926  were  found  to  have  nits  on  repeated  occasions.  Of  the 
latter  number,  92  were  found  to  be  infested  with  lice  on  at  least  one 
occasion. 

The  number  of  children  infested  with  lice  shows  a  marked 
improvement  on  the  previous  year  when  143  were  recorded.  It  is 
felt  that  this  improvement  is  attributable  to  the  family  treatment 
rather  than  treatment  of  the  individual  child  with  the  special  shampoo 
which  has  been  provided  whenever  necessary.  Though  we  have,  as 
yet,  never  achieved  complete  elimination  of  the  problem  of  head 
infestation,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  shampoo  now  provided  is  much 
more  acceptable  for  family  use  than  was  the  Head  Lotion  provided 
in  earlier  years. 

The  assistant  nurses  followed  up  the  work  in  schools  with  884 
domiciliary  visits,  giving  advice  and,  whenever  necessary,  assisting 
with  cleansing.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  persuasive  powers  of  the 
assistant  nurses  that,  in  all  such  cases,  children  attended  the  clinics 
voluntarily  for  cleansing  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  issue  a 
compulsory  cleansing  order. 

The  incidence  of  scabies  is  identical  with  that  recorded  in  the 
previous  year,  49  children  received  treatment  and  79  attendances 
were  made. 


6.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria — No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  Walsall  during  the 
year. 

1,228  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  842  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15  years,  a  total  of  2,070  were  immunised  against  the 
disease.  1,735  children  received  a  reinforcing  or  "booster’'  injection. 
The  good  response  to  immunisation  in  schools  has  been  maintained. 

Scarlet  Fever — There  were  49  cases  of  scarlet  fever  amongst  school 
children,  as  compared  with  29  in  1962.  No  deaths  were  recorded. 

Measles — 709  school  children  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
measles,  as  compared  with  103  in  1962,  but  there  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis — 4  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  1  of  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis  in  children  of  school  age  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Other  Diseases — There  were  165  cases  of  whooping  cough.  8  of 
primary  pneumonia,  2  of  influenzal  pneumonia,  9  of  dysentery  and 
16  of  food  poisoning. 
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7.— SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATON 

(a) 

No.  of  Secondary  Schools  ... 

17 

County  Schools 

12 

Voluntary  Schools  ... 

5 

(b) 

No.  of  Primary  Schools 

49 

County  Schools 

37 

Voluntary  Schools  ... 

12 

(c) 

Nursery  Schools 

.  .  . 

3 

(d) 

Reedswood  Park  Day  Special  School  for  60  pupils. 

(e)  Beacon  Residential  School  for  80  Educationally 
Subnormal  Boys. 


(f)  The  Castle  Day  Special  School  for  160  Educationally 
Subnormal  Pupils. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  register  in  January,  1964  was 
20,202  as  follows:  Secondary  Schools  8,466;  Primary  Schools,  11,320; 
Nursery  Schools,  112;  and  Special  Schools,  304. 

8.— PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Spears,  Physical  Education 
Organiser,  for  the  following  report  on  Physical  Education  in 
Schools :  — 

"The  year  was  significant  for  an  officially  sponsored  Campaign 
for  Education  and  public  attention  was  focused  on  many  facets  of 
the  work  in  all  types  of  educational  institutions.  Amongst  the 
activities  highlighted  were  various  aspects  of  physical  education  and 
most  schools  arranged  open  sessions  when  parents  and  others  could 
witness  displays  which  revealed  the  sound  teaching  in  our  schools  and 
die  progress  made  with  the  modern  concept  of  physical  education. 
The  week  beginning  November  11th  was  set  aside  for  special  emphasis 
and  on  two  evenings  the  Town  Hall  was  the  venue  for  some  varied, 
interesting  and  extremely  well  executed  demonstrations  of  the  teaching 
of  gymnastics,  dance  and  games.  Public  support  was  disappointing, 
but  those  who  took  advantage  of  these  functions  were  left  in  no  doubt 
as  to  the  standards  we  are  aiming  at  and  indeed  achieving  in  many 
schools. 

The  staffing  situation  so  far  as  specialist  teachers  are  concerned 
has  remained  fairly  static  so  that  continuity  is  evident  in  the 
secondary  schools  and  many  pupils  are  showing  ability  in  modem 
dance,  gymnastics,  and  trampoline  work  which  is  most  encouraging. 
Primary  school  teachers  although  not  specialists  in  the  work  are 
handling  work  in  movement  training  most  effectively. 
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With  the  opening  of  the  West  Midlands  Training  College  \ve 
feel  we  can  look  forward  to  securing  the  services  of  future  teachers 
with  a  good  background  of  training  for  physical  education  as  the 
college  is  equipped  with  the  most  up-to-date  facilities  in  a  unique 
gymnasium  and  has  excellent  opportunities  for  teacher-training  in 
recreational  pursuits. 

During  the  year  boys  and  girls  from  our  schools  have  continued 
to  bring  distinction  to  the  town  in  all  branches  of  sports  and  games 
and  we  have  been  well  represented  in  outside  competition,  once 
again,  up  to  National  level.  The  specialised  coaching  for  the  skills 
to  produce  good  swimmers,  athletes,  footballers,  tennis,  hockey, 
netball  players  etc.  is  an  extension  of  the  basic  training  in  the 
curriculum  and  is  extensively  carried  out  by  teaching  staffs  outside 
school  hours.  We  have  always  recognised  that  in  Walsall  we  have 
been  fortunate  in  having  so  many  teachers  devoted  to  the  furtherance 
of  this  work.  On  the  administrative  side  we  are  continuing  to  do 
our  utmost  to  provide,  within  set  financial  limits,  the  best  possible 
conditions  for  encouraging  this  good  work. 

For  a  town  the  size  of  Walsall  it  is  probably  true  to  say  that 
facilities  for  the  teaching  of  swimming  and  for  advanced  coaching 
would  be  difficult  to  surpass,  but  even  so  we  must  look  ahead  to 
the  time  when  many  more  primary  school  children  can  be  taught  to 
swim  in  suitable  teaching  baths.  The  co-operation  of  the  Baths 
Superintendent  in  making  available  extensive  facilities  in  the  three 
Public  Baths  for  both  teaching  and  for  galas  has  played  no  small 
part  in  gaining  national  recognition  by  the  English  Schools’  Swimming 
Association  of  the  work  of  the  local  School’s  Swimming  and  Life- 
Saving  Association. 

The  results  of  tests  of  proficiency  in  swimming  continue  to  show 
the  upward  trend.  Last  year  the  summary  of  pupils’  achievements 
was  a  record,  but  owing  to  a  slight  error  on  the  figures  quoted  in  the 
report  the  actual  total  should  have  read  2,137  and  not  1,866.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  figures  published  that  for  1963  this  amended 
figure  has  been  exceeded. 

A  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  Life-Saving  Awards 
gained  is  most  gratifying,  but  still  does  not  warrant  any  complacency. 
A  completely  revised  set  of  tests  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Life-Saving 
Society  becomes  operative  from  Is!  July  1964,  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  note  the  effect  of  these  on  next  year’s  results.  The  new  tests  will 
demand  much  greater  stamina  from  candidates. 

The  Society  has,  of  course,  adopted  the  Expired  Air  Method  of 
Artificial  Respiration  as  the  official  method  and  the  practical 
application  of  the  technique  will  necessitate  the  use  of  approved 
apparatus.  Schools  taking  life-saving  work  will  accordingly  be 
supplied  with  the  Cheshire  Wilson  Trainer  or  Mask,  but  the  question 
does  arise  as  to  how  far  instruction  in  this  Kiss  of  Life  method  of 
resuscitation  should  be  officially  sponsored  outside  the  limits  of  schools 
taking  Royal  Life-Saving  Society  awards. 
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Swimming. 

Boys 

Girls 

1963 

1962 

1963 

1962 

1st  Class  ...  66 

50 

41 

39 

2nd  Class  ...  248 

195 

118 

111 

3rd  Class  ...  334 

328 

165 

125 

Proficiency  . . .  266 

286 

268 

200 

Learners  . . .  415 

394 

401 

409 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1962 

2,137 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1963 

2,322 

Royal  Life-saving  Society  Awards. 

Boys 

Girls 

1963  1962 

1963 

1962 

Award  of  Merit  ... 

4  — 

5 

Instructor  ... 

_  _ 

_ 

_ 

Scholar  Instructor 

2  — 

1 

_ _ 

Bar  to  Bronze  Cross 

-  - 

_ 

_ 

Bronze  Cross 

5  2 

— 

_ 

Bar  to  Bronze  Medallion 

7  1 

1 

_ 

Bronze  Medallion  ... 

45  20 

...  18 

23 

Intermediate  Certificate  ... 

32  9 

...  30 

30 

Elementary  Certificate  . . . 

10  25 

...  10 

16 

Unigrip  Certificate 

2  — 

2 

— 

Total  of  boys  and  girls,  1962 

126 

Total  of  boys  and  girls,  1963 

174 

A.S.A.  Scholars’  Awards. 

- 

Boys  and  Girls 

1963 

1962 

Medallist 

23 

24 

Advanced  Award 

4 

5 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1962 

29 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1963 

27 

9.— PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND 

MILK  FOR 

SCHOOL 

CHILDREN 

Mr.  G.  Cass,  School  Meals  Organiser,  has  been  good 

enough 

| supply  a  report  on  this  subject: 

— 

1961-62 

1962-63 

No.  of  Paid  Meals 

1,068,520 

1,099,866 

No.  of  Staff  Meals 

88,091 

95,235 

No.  of  Free  Meals 

124,733 

179,659 

Totals 

1,281,344 

1,374,760 
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Number  of  one-third  pint  bottles  of  milk  provided  on  a  typical 
school  day  in  September,  1963 :  — 

Maintained  Schools  ...  15,466  (82%  of  children  in  attendance) 

Independant  Schools  ...  454  (89%  of  children  in  attendance) 

Milk  in  Schools. 

The  authority  has  been  seriously  concerned  regarding  the  number 
of  complaints  received  regarding  the  quality  of  milk  supplied  to 
schools. 

Food  Supplies. 

A  high  standard  of  Food  Hygiene  and  quality  has  been  maintained 
by  all  suppliers  during  the  year. 

Food  Hygiene. 

In  order  to  promote  a  fuller  understanding  of  Food  Hygiene 
and  the  prevention  of  Food  Poisoning,  a  lecture,  exhibition  and  film 
show  was  held  in  this  connection  for  the  benefit  of  School  Meals 
employees,  at  the  Walsall  and  Staffordshire  Technical  College.  A 
large  number  of  food  technology  students  also  took  advantage  of 
the  above  course. 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  have  been 
reported.  In  one  case,  owing  to  certain  circumstances  arising  at  the 
time  of  investigation,  it  was  found  difficult  to  pin-point  the  source 
of  the  outbreak.  In  the  second  case  a  negative  report  was  issued. 

Kitchens. 

The  programme  of  improving  kitchens  is  progressing  favourably. 
During  the  year  Elmore  Green  and  Harden  Kitchen  Dining  Rooms 
have  been  re-modelled.  Additional  wash  hand  basins  have  been 
installed  in  a  number  of  establishments.  Three  new  kitchens  have 
been  opened  and  are  operating  satisfactorily. 

The  Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  been  helpful 
and  co-operative.  I  am  most  grateful  for  their  assistance  and  advice.’' 

10.— BEACON  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

I  thank  Mr.  R.  W.  Peat,  Headmaster  of  the  Beacon  Residential 
School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Children,  for  the  report  on  the 
work  of  the  school  in  1963 :  — 

‘  "During  the  year  1963  there  were  19  admissions  to  the  school, 
11  of  whom  came  from  Walsall.  Of  the  boys  who  left  during  1963, 
8  had  reached  the  age  limit,  6  were  transferred  by  their  contributing 
Authorities  to  Special  Schools  nearer  home  and  one  boy  was  committed 
to  an  Approved  School.  Of  the  80  boys  in  the  school,  40  come  from 
Walsall  and  the  remainder  from  17  other  Authorities. 
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The  pattern  of  the  age  range  remains  fairly  stable  though  slightly 
more  widespread  owing  to  the  admission  of  one  very  young  boy  and 
the  fact  that  there  were  no  Christmas  leavers. 

6-7  7-8  8-9  9-10  10-11  11-12  12-13  13-14  14-15  15-16  16  + 
1  —  1  5  10  11  7  17  12  12  4 

I.Q.  Range. 

50-59  60-69  70-79  80-90 

10  24  39  7 

The  average  I.Q.  has  risen  slightly,  but  not  significantly,  to  71. 

Group  A.  Group  B.  Group  C.  Group  D.  Group  E. 
Average  Age  15.7  14.4  13.1  11.9  9.11 

Average  I.Q.  71  72  72  70  68 

The  secondary  handicaps  of  these  E.S.N.  boys  remains  in  much 
the  same  proportion,  as  shown  by  the  following  figures :  — 


Physical  Handicap  ...  ...  ...  9 

Eneuretics  ...  ...  ...  18 

Eye  Defects  ...  ...  ...  17 

Epileptics  ...  ...  ...  5 

Speech  Defects  ...  ...  ...  17 

Aural  Defects  ...  ...  ...  3 


To  these  secondary  handicaps  should  be  added  the  one  of 
|  maladjustment  which  is  present  in  many  cases  and  which  manifests 
a  itself  in  such  diverse  ways. 

The  remedial  groups  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  had, 
unfortunately  to  be  discontinued  during  the  summer  term  owing  to 
:  shortage  of  staff,  before  it  was  possible  to  assess  the  value  of  this 
i  work.  The  groups  have  now  been  resumed  and  beneficial  results  are 
beginning  to  emerge.  It  was  not  found  possible  to  obtain  specialist 
speech  therapy  during  the  year,  but  it  is  still  hoped  that  this  aspect 
may  receive  attention  whenever  assistance  becomes  available. 

Medical  attention,  apart  from  the  visits  of  the  part-time  School 
Medical  Officer,  was  given  as  shown  below :  — 

No.  of  cases  No.  of 


Treatment  at  Dental  Clinic  ... 

treated 

39 

visits 

100 

Treatment  at  Eye  Clinic 

14 

14 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  . 

1 

2 

Hospital  Treatment  (tonsillectomy) 

1 

1 

do.  (appendicectomy) 

2 

2 

do.  (eye  resection) 

1 

1 
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During  the  year  the  school  doctor  made  52  visits  and  treated 
several  cases  on  each  occasion. 

In  addition  to  the  individual  treatments  given  above  (and  many 
other  visits  to  hospitals  for  specialist  consultations,  physiotherapy  and 
minor  treatments)  the  regular,  annual  full  medical  and  dental 
inspections  were  carried  out.  The  systematic  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  was  continued.  A  visit  from 
the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  was  arranged  and  all  members  of  the  teaching, 
supervisory  and  domestic  staff  attended. 

Throughout  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  boys  maintained 
a  very  satisfactory  standard,  the  only  outbreak  of  illness  being 
conjunctivitis  which  was  well  contained. 

The  threat  of  an  outbreak  of  measles  did  prevent  one  Visiting 
Day  from  taking  place,  but  otherwise  the  customary  annual  school 
activities,  such  as  Sports  and  Open  Day,  School  Outing  and  Christmas 
activities  were  held  as  usual.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  that,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  boys,  1963  may  be 
considered  a  very  satisfactory  year  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  all 
who  helped  to  make  this  possible.” 


11. —SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  Mrs.  I.  M.  Millar,  L.D.S., 
has  supplied  this  description  of  the  work  of  the  School  Dental 
Service :  — 

"The  School  Dental  Service  in  Walsall  is  still  handicapped  by 
the  shortage  of  full-time  Dental  Officers,  although  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  few  part-time  newly  qualified  dental 
surgeons.  These  officers  only  stay  for  short  periods  while  waiting 
to  enter  the  more  lucrative  field  of  general  practice,  therefore  a  real 
continuity  of  work  cannot  be  maintained.  The  gradual  improvement 
of  clinics  and  equipment  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  increase  in 
part-time  personnel. 

8,917  children  have  been  inspected,  632  of  these  being  emergency 
cases.  4,028  temporary  and  859  permanent  teeth  were  extracted  and 
2,036  anaesthetics  administered,  2,673  permanent  and  227  temporary 
fillings  were  completed.  In  addition  3  children  were  supplied  with 
partial  dentures  and  45  children  referred  for  orthodontic  treatment. 

The  incidence  of  caries  is  still  very  high,  74.3%  of  the  children 
inspected  requiring  treatment. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
and  also  the  General  and  Manor  Hospitals  for  the  orthodontic  work 
and  X-rays  which  they  carry  out  for  us.” 
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12. — HEALTH  EDUCATION 

It  is  becoming  rather  fashionable  to  suggest  that  the  role  of 
health  education  with  regard  to  sex  and  the  adolescent  should  be 
to  give  concise  and  accurate  advice  on  the  use  of  contraceptives  in 
order  that  the  “rewarding  experience’'  —  this  is  a  much  used  phrase 
in  such  writing — of  pre-marital  intercourse  may  be  had  without  the 
fear  of  unwanted  pregnancy.  The  moral  aspects  apart,  these  schools 
of  thought  take  no  account  of  the  facts  that  there  is  no  contraceptive 
technique  which  is  100%  efficient  and  that  though  pregnancy  may  be 
avoided  the  spread  of  venereal  disease  is  not  prevented.  This  latter 
fact  rather  presupposes  promiscuity,  but  it  would  be  hard  to  disprove 
the  assertion  that  it  is  a  comparatively  short  step  from  pre-marital 
intercourse  to  promiscuity. 


That  sexual  drive  in  adolescence  can  be  a  powerful  force  is  not 
in  dispute,  but  its  full  expression  is  not  essential  to  human  happiness 
in  immediate  post-puberty  or  indeed  at  any  time  of  life.  To  suggest 
otherwise  is  to  distort  fact. 


For  their  co-operation  during  1963  I  wish  to  thank  the  Education 
Committee,  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff  and  the  head 
teachers  of  Walsall  schools.  To  the  doctors,  nurses  and  administrative 
staff  of  the  Service  my  renewed  thanks  are  due  for  their  loyal  service 

during  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

« 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  ROSS, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1963 


PART  1 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  and  Assisted 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  (including  Nursery  and  Special 

Schools) 


A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


Age  Groups 
(Year  of  Birth) 

Number 
of  pupils 
Inspected 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

1959  and  later 

227 

226 

99.56 

1 

0.44 

1958  . 

1,496 

1,496 

100.00 

— • 

— 

1952  . 

2,078 

2,078 

100.00 

— 

— 

1949  . 

1,575 

1,575 

100.00 

— 

— 

1948  and 

earlier 

553 

553 

100.00 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

5,929 

5,928 

99.983 

1 

0.017 

Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment  at 
Periodic  Medical  Inspection. 


(excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Age  Groups  Inspected 
(Year  of  Birth) 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud¬ 
ing  squint) 

(2) 

For  any  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Part  II 
(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

1959  and  later 

1 

2 

3 

1958  . 

20 

66 

85 

1952  . 

98 

59 

146 

1949  . 

120 

50 

151 

1948  and  earlier  ... 

42 

23 

64 

Total  ... 

281 

200 

449 
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B.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections  ... 


2,170 

730 


Total  ...  2,900 


C.  Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  57,880 

I  (ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1,830 

i  (iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

f  (iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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PART  I! 

Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection  During 

the  Year. 


A.  Periodic  Inspections. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Others 

Total 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

T  reatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin . 

12 

53 

27 

17 

24 

75 

63 

145 

Eyes— a.  Vision 

20 

22 

134 

117 

127 

155 

181 

294 

b.  Squint 

7 

22 

4 

7 

10 

43 

21 

72 

c.  Other 

1 

3 

4 

2 

5 

5 

10 

10 

Ears — a.  Hearing 

7 

15 

7 

5 

— 

4 

14 

24 

b.  Otitis  Media 

4 

27 

3 

9 

1 

13 

8 

49 

c.  Other 

1 

e 

9 

3 

2 

3 

12 

12 

Nose  and  Throat 

20 

173 

3 

25 

15 

158 

38 

356 

Speech 

7 

39 

2 

— 

1 

14 

10 

53 

Lymphatic  Glands  .  . 

— 

34 

- — 

5 

— 

12 

— 

51 

Heart  ... 

— 

25 

— 

12 

— 

32 

— 

69 

Lungs  ... 

1 

83 

1 

18 

1 

65 

3 

166 

Developmental— 

a.  Hernia 

4 

4 

— 

— 

3 

5 

7 

9 

b.  Other 

1 

45 

2 

12 

1 

97 

4 

154 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  .  . 

3 

15 

2 

11 

o 

u 

38 

8 

64 

b.  Feet 

— 

11 

— - 

3 

— 

10 

— 

33 

c.  Other 

1 

21 

? 

17 

2 

32 

5 

70 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

8 

— 

14 

b.  Othei 

— 

26 

— 

3 

— 

15 

— 

44 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

— 

17 

— 

? 

L, 

1 

18 

1 

37 

b.  Stability  •  • 

— 

24 

2 

2 

— 

25 

2 

51 

Abdomen 

— 

4 

— < 

1 

— 

6 

— 

11 

Other  ... 

1 

18 

2 

8 

3 

31 

6 

57 
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TABLE  3. — continued 

B.  Special  Inspections. 


rtBBBEI ,  t  J  JUTMiHyj'lJldMllh  .3K5S  ’5»S3tCSBB2«r-iaiflBE.:#5 

Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

l  Skin 

215 

15 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

39 

35 

b.  Squint 

4 

5 

c.  Other 

33 

4 

;  Ears — a.  Hearing 

49 

6 

b.  Otitis  Media 

17 

4 

c.  Other 

30 

3 

Nose  and  Throat 

61 

27 

:  Speech 

5 

9 

i  Lymphatic  Glandsv  . . . 

1 

2 

i  Heart  ... 

4 

10 

Lungs  ... 

57 

16 

:  Developmental — 

10 

a.  Hernia 

2 

b.  Other 

8 

23 

i  Orthopaedic — 

7 

a.  Posture 

2 

b.  Feet 

35 

7 

c.  Other 

77 

5 

l  Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

5 

7 

b.  Other 

21 

11 

1  j  Psychological — 

6 

a.  Development 

7 

b.  Stability  ... 

68 

21 

j  Abdomen 

21 

3 

Other  ... 

124 

24 
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PART  III 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

A.  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 


refraction  and  squint  .  32 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  ...  884 

Total  ...  916 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 
prescribed .  658 


B.  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 


Received  operative  treatment :  — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  17 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  270 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  14 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  — 

Total  ...  301 


Total  number  of  pupils  in  Schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with  hearing 
aids :  — 

(a)  In  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  In  previous  years  ...  ...  ...  10 


C.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  Clinics  or  Out-patient 

Departments  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Total 


118 
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D.  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

(excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which  see  Part  I,  C.) 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 


Ringworm — 

(i)  Scalp  .  — 

(ii)  Body  .  2 

Scabies  .  49 

Impetigo  .  104 

Other  skin  diseases  407 


Total  ...  562 


E.  Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  ...  70 

F.  Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

Pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists  ...  ...  297 

G.  Other  Treatment  Given. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 

(a)  Pupils  with  minor  ailments  ...  ...  905 

l  (b)  Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treatment 

under  School  Health  Service  arrangements  146 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  1,060 

!  (d)  other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c) — 


(i)  Minor  Eye  Defects  .  105 

(ii)  Minor  Ear  Defects  ...  ...  ...  22 

(iii)  Post-Tonsillectomy  Breathing  Exercises  18 


Total  ...  2,256 
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PART  IV 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 


(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 


Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 


(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections 

(b)  As  Specials 

TOTAL  . 


8,285 

632 


8,917 


Number  found  to  require  treatment 
Number  offered  treatment  ... 

Number  actually  treated 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 


6,626 

5,853 

2,939 

5,283 


Half  days  devoted  to :  — 

(a)  Periodic  (School)  Inspection 

(b)  Treatment 

TOTAL  . 


50 

754 

-  804 


Fillings:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . . 
Temporary  Teeth  ... 


TOTAL 


2,673 

227 

- 2,900 


No.  of  Teeth  filled:  — 
Permanent  Teeth  ... 
Temporary  Teeth  ... 
TOTAL 


2,145 

181 

-  2,326 


Extractions:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

TOTAL  . 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 


859 

4,028 

-  4,887 

2,036 


Cases  referred  to  and  treated  by  hospital 

orthodontists  45 

Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  teeth  ...  3 


Other  operations :  — 
Permanent  Teeth  ... 
Temporary  Teeth 


TOTAL 


485 


485 


